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Unable to get to church?  
For Community Bus transport to the 9.00 service, contact Mark Thomas (622512) 

or for Home Communion contact Glenys Newman (622481)  

1st Monday 

of each month (11am-12.15pm) 

óCoffee, Chat and Prayerô ï at St Maryôs. 

Come and go as you please. 

Mon & Tues (pm) 

Wednesday (am) 

Friday (am) 

Home groups : contact Joe Groat (624925) 

Home groups : contact Martyn White (415631) 

Home group : contact Anna Fryer (632369) 

Tuesday (7.30 pm) Bell ringing practice . Newcomers welcome. 

Contact: Elizabeth Sorrell (622334) 

Thursday (9.30 am) Communion at St. Anneôs 

3rd Thursday 

of each month 

(10.15am-11.45am) 

óSagesô ï a fellowship for the óSenior Agesô, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Veronica Lockett (622419)  

or Avril Horton (622401) 

Friday 

(10am-12 noon)  

óNoahôs Arkô ï an ecumenical playgroup, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Kyla Sansbury (620023) 

Friday 

(7.15pm-9pm) 

óFriday night is music nightô, at St Maryôs. 

 Contact: @stmarys (623123) 

Saturday (9.00amð10.00 am) óPrayer Ministryô at St Maryôs. An opportunity to 

pray with others. Contact: Patricia Thomas (622512) 

3rd Saturday 

of each month (5pm-7pm) 

óSacred Danceô - at Wendover Community Centre 

Contact: Margaret Heald (622707) 

Sunday 

(10.15am-11.30am)  

Junior Church  for all ages at St Maryôs 

(during 10.30am service) 

Contact: Nick and Jo Morley (623289) 

Sunday  (10.15am) 

1st & 3rd (& 5th) of month 

Surge  - A group for 14 ï18 year olds meeting at the 

Vicarage. Contact: Rupe Johnson (07757026008) 

Sunday  (7.00pm-8.30pm)  

1st, 2nd and 4th of month 

Youth @st marys  for ages 14-18 

Contact: Alex Noall (696954) 

Regular Activities  

Registered Charity No. 1131299  
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Happy New Year? 

Newsletter  

Despite singing carols over and 

over again in a variety of services, 

and Iõve even got a Christmas 

Carol CD which gets played a lot, 

the Christmas season still feels 

short.  At least, it feels busy and 

over too quickly.  Now sees the 

packing up and putting away until 

next year. Now sees the writing of 

ôthank youõ notes, and the gradual 

familiarisation process with my 

2010 diary. 

 

As we approach a New Year what 

do we carry with us from the 

events of these last couple of 

weeks?  What have we picked up 

or been left with from time spent 

with family, time to sing, time for 

church, time to listen and time to 

wonder? 

 

Rather than launching ourselves 

headlong into a whole new set of 

challenges or resolutions, or even 

a gritted teeth determination to 

do better than we did last year, it 

might be more helpful to begin 

2010 in more gentle mode. 

Think for a moment.  What struck 

you about this Christmas?  What 

message still resonates from all 

the festivities?  What warms your 

heart and makes you feel hope-

filled in this amazing story of 

Good News? 

 

Iõve no doubt that within the 

busyness of this season God will 

have placed something in our 

hearts that will be for each of us a 

resource as we start this New 

Year.  Focusing on that will enable 

us to put at least the beginning of 

2010 into perspective, and enable 

us to place all our hopes and 

concerns about this year into 

Godõs capable care. 

 

May we each know Godõs 

continuing and gentle presence 

with us as, individually and 

amongst our families, friends and 

church, we take those steps that 

help us write this new chapter 

together. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Mark. 
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Certainly an eye catching title and one 
that grabbed my attention in the book 
shop. The book, written by Mark 
Griffiths who is a curate in South 
Buckinghamshire, is partly an 
historical account of the Sunday 
School Movement that started in the 
late 18th century. Robert Raikes, the 
founder of the first Sunday School in 
1780, was so successful in his work 
with children that within five years 
nearly 300,000 children across the 
country attended afternoon Sunday 
School, and by the start of the 20th 
century it is estimated that 85% of all 
children had some contact with their 
local Sunday School. It was 
fascinating to realise that Sunday 
Schools emerged in similar 
circumstances to today, and were 
driven by a desire to re-connect thee 
church with its local community. The 
underlying principles adopted by 
Raikes of clear leadership, fixed 
geographic boundaries, and long term 
integration with the local church are 
still relevant today. As is the use of 
bribery that is an essential part of 
working with children!  
  
The book also provides a review of 
the churches work with children today, 
drawing out the lessons from some of 
the successful church based projects 
that exist principally in the major 
cities, as well as providing an outline 
of the stages in which faith develops 
in children and young people. Many 
fascinating points and insights are 
made, and for those who work with 
children (and possibly for those who 

don't as well) there is much to learn - 
for example I have certainly gained a 
better understanding as to how to use 
stories as a means of communicating 
God's love. However there are two 
overriding messages that I have 
drawn from the book. Firstly the need 
to value the role that children and 
young people play in the church today 
- they are indeed the church of 
tomorrow, but they are also the 
church today!  
 
The recent 'Takeover' Sunday was a 
valuable symbol of how important the 
children and young people are to the 
life of St Mary's. Secondly we are all 
responsible for the faith development 
of the children and young people in 
the church family, and wider 
community. Telling the stories of our 
faith, both the bible stories and our 
own experiences of God's love in the 
messiness of our lives, is the means 
by which we pass the gospel from 
generation to generation.  
  
If that has inspired you to read the 
book you can borrow my copy, as 
long as you promise to give it back. 
 
    Mike 
  
 
 
Full book title is: óOne Generation 
from Extinction: How the Church 
connects with the unchurched childô, 
by Mark Griffiths, published by 
Monarch Books, 2009  

One Generation from Extinction  
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January Sunday Services  

3 January 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

  9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

  10.30 am Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

(Junior Church in at beginning) 

  6.00 pm BCP Holy Communion, Halton 

10 January 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

  9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

  10.30 am Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

  6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 

17 January 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am All age service with Baptism, St Maryõs 

  6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 

24 January 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 

31 January 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 10.30 am Joint Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 

Opening hours @st marys, 11 High Street, Wendover  

 

Shop: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

  

     Office: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm 

Telephone: 01296 623123 
 

Email: info@stmaryswendover.org.uk 
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Large print versions available on request (623123) 

Deadline for next issue: 

Wednesday 20th January  

 

 

 

Next newsletter out on: 

Sunday 31st January  

Please email your contributions 

to Debbie at:  

 

debbiehekkink@hotmail.com  

 

or drop them into @st marys .   

NEWSLETTER  NOTICE 
 

If you think you might be interested in taking on the 

enjoyable challenge of compiling St Maryõs monthly 

newsletter, do come and speak to either me or Mark 

and we will do our best to try and convince you to 

take it on! : -) 

 

Debbie  

THE CONTEST 
One day a group of scientists got 
together and decided that man had 
come a long way and no longer 
needed God. They picked one 
scientist to go and tell Him that they 

were done with Him.  

The scientist walked up to God and 
said, ñGod, weôve decided that we no 
longer need you. Weôre to the point 
that we can clone people 
and do many miraculous things, so 
why donôt you just go on and get 

lost.ò 

God listened patiently to the man 
and after the scientist was done 
talking, God said, ñVery well! How 
about this? Letôs have a man-making 

contest.ò 

To which the man replied, ñOkay, 

great!ò 

But God added, ñNow weôre going to 
do this just like I did back in the old 

days with Adam.ò 

The scientist said, ñSure, no 
problem,ò and bent down and 

grabbed himself a handful of dirt. 

God just looked at him and said, 
ñNo, no, no. You go get your own 

dirt!ò 

 

Thanks to Matthew Routledge 
for sharing this. 

We still need God!!!  

J 
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* STILL TIME TO BOOK *  

ST MARYõS WEEKEND AWAY 2010 

¶ The date :  22-24 October 2010  

¶ The place : The Frontier Centre, Northants.  

¶ The speaker : The Ven. Karen Gorham  

For more information contact:  

Michael or Margaret: Tel. 01844 344150    

Email: margisje@yahoo.co.uk  

Please return your booking forms NOW!  

I have recently taken £290.00 from the church account 

which our friends at St. Mary's set up for Mimi. The money 

purchased orthotic leggings which have been personally 

made to aid her development. She wears them each day at 

school and they are bright pink and purple (which she 

chose)!  

 

Thank you for this money, I am very grateful. I 

am hoping to buy a powered wheelchair in the 

New Year and will put the rest of the money 

from the account towards it. If anyone would 

rather I did not use the money in this way please 

do let me know.  

 

Special thanks to Neville Morton who issued the cheque 

and placed the order on behalf of Mimi.  

 

Nici   

Vroom vroom . . . 
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Surge  

at the Vicarage  

Youth group   

at WCC  

Youth Band  

at St Maryõs 

  10.15am -11.30am  7.00pm - 8.30pm  4pm -6pm  

       

3 

January  
- SOCIAL - 

10 

January  
- Youth Group  - 

17 

January  
Youth Alpha  Youth Band  - 

24 

January  
- - Youth Group  

31 

January  
Youth Alpha  Youth Band  - 

St Maryõs Youth Programme for January 

I believe and trust é 

 

Our deanery confirmation service is on Sunday 

March 7
th
, 6pm, at Holy Trinity, Prestwood.  Those 

getting confirmed from St Maryõs will be attending a 

confirmation course starting at the end of January. 

 

If you would like to think about this step, or if, having already 

been confirmed, youõd like to revisit topics to do with our 

Christian faith, you are more than welcome to join us. 

 

The course begins on Monday January 25
th
, 7.45pm, at the 

vicarage and runs for 6 weeks. 

 

Please speak to me if youõd like to join in or find out more.   

 

Thank you. 

 

Mark 
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The Mollers are just drawing their time of ministry 

to a close for this season, as the rains are just 

starting in Malawi and the roads to the villages in which 

they work become impassable. 

 

Reading the various reports we receive from Keith and 

Christeen they have had a tough time over the last 3 

months.  All the family have suffered from a number of 

bouts of Malaria and Keith was in hospital in September 

with an undiagnosed illness.  This really wiped him out 

and was followed by some malaria.  He is going to get 

further tests done in South Africa as the doctors are still 

not sure what was wrong. 

 

In spite of all this, they have been busy in the villages of 

Namwara and their project to build a school has got 

underway.  It looks like they have identified a Christian 

headmaster which is great news.  They continue to fund- 

raise for what is a considerable project. 

 

Please pray for Keith, Christeen, Hannah, Michael and 

Mary.  Its seems they have had a difficult year in the 

field.  Please pray for good health, safety as they travel 

and for their work of bringing the gospel to the Yao, a 

group who have not heard the message of Jesus before.  

Also pray for the new school and the fundraising efforts.  

Thank you. 

 

Tim 

Mission update  

from the Mollers in Malawi 

NEWS FROM THE STOWES 
 

David (our former Director of Music), Tracey and Tom have 
asked us to pass on their love to everyone at St Mary's. The 
whole family went down with 'Flu in September. Whilst David 
and Tom quickly felt better, Tracey's developed into pneumonia and then 
empyema. She has been very poorly since then but looks forward to going 
back to work in the new year. 
 
Martyn  
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800 jobs gone at HBOS in Aylesbury; and thatõs only the 

tip of the iceberg: Now itõs the turn of the public sector! 

 

Forum to explore how the Churches in Wendover 

might respond to issues of Unemployment, 

Redundancy and Debt and give practical support.  

 

¶  Saturdays 16
th
 and 30

th
 January 2010  

¶  Wendover Christian Centre on Aylesbury Road 

 (opposite Wharf Road) 

¶  9.45 to 11.00 am over coffee and croissants. 

¶  Come to either or both! 

¶  Please tell your friends. 

 

We need your help to know how best to respond; maybe 

you might benefit from ours! 

 

Peter Louis  

COPING IN A CRISIS  

Itõs amazing to think that this year 

ð 2010 is the 10 th anniversary of the 

signing of the Churches Together 

in Wendover Covenant.  Many will 

remember the discussions, the 

work and the prayer done to get 

to that point, and the ensuing 

opportunities that have continued 

to strengthen our growing 

together.  

 

To mark this special year for 

churches together various events 

are being planned.  The first of 

these is a Churches 

Together service on 

Sunday 24 th January 

at 10.30am.  The service is at St 

Maryõs and falls within the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity.  Do put 

the date in your diary and please 

come along as we celebrate our 

friendship and share our worship 

as Christians together in 

Wendover.  Thank you.  

 

Mark.  

Churches Together  
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WHAT HAS JUNIOR CHURCH  

GOT TO DO WITH HOME GROUPS? 

Are you a member of a home group?   If you are, 

did you know that your home group is linked to a 

Junior Church group?   Do you know which group 

you are linked to?   Does it matter? 

 

If youõre not sure about the answer to some of 

these questions, why donõt you talk about it at 

your next home group meeting.  All the home 

groups are linked to a Junior Church group so that 

you can have a direct link with them.  You may well 

have one of their leaders in your home group, who 

would really like to keep you up to date with what 

is going on and give you ideas for prayer and 

support.   

 

Weõd also love you to visit us one Sunday ð if you 

enjoyed Takeover Day then come and experience 

the real thing for a morning ð just ask us or one of 

the group leaders and we can sort this out for you.  

If you pick the right group you might even be 

offered a cup of tea, and you donõt get that during 

the sermon in church! 

 

Hope to see you there soon. 

 

Jo & Nick 

J 

Church Bulletin Bloopers: 
 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
 

The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the Water."  
The sermon tonight: "Searching for Jesus."  
 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of 
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your 
husbands.  
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St Maryõs Babysitters 
There are a number of people in our church who have 

kindly put their names forward as willing babysitters.  

If you would like a copy of this list, or would like more 

details, please contact Debbie Hekkink (621033).  

Also contact Debbie if you would like to be added to 

the list as a babysitter.  

A Prayer Coordinating Group met 
early in 2009 to bring together prayer 
ideas and itôs interesting to reflect on 
where we are now and let you know 
about some of the ideas for 2010.  
So, in 2009: 
 
A monthly Prayer Calendar became 
an insert in our Newsletter; 
 

¶ There was an Autumn sermon 

series on prayer; 

¶ We had a Prayer Away Day at 

Stoke Poges Quiet Garden; 

¶ A Saturday 9-10 Share a 
Prayer time is up and running 

in church; 

¶ A Prayer Chain is in place; 

¶ A team of people has been 
creating a St Maryôs Prayer 

Walk 

 
Prayer Ministry at services and for 
ad hoc situations continues.  There 
are several groups of prayer triplets 

and email groups informing others of 
prayer needs. 
 
For 2010 there will be (note in 
diaries): 
 
A Day of Prayer in Church on 
Saturday 20 March probably using 
the Prayer Walk; 
A Prayer Away Day for All (hopefully, 
a local venue) on Saturday 19 June 
A Church Links Prayer Card. 
 
So, some questions for us all:  What 
are our/your prayers for 2010?  For 
our world?  Our nation?  Our 
church?  Ourselves and our 
families?  How about using Markôs 
text from his recent sermon:  
Philippians 4, 4-7? 
 
We welcome your comments and 
suggestions. 
 
Mark Thomas (on behalf of the PCG:  
Debbie Hekkink, Peter Louis, Martyn 
White, with Mark D ï ex officio) 

LOOKING BACK - LOOKING AHEAD  

IN PRAYER AT ST MARYôS 
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Thank You!  
 

Christmas is probably the busiest time in a churchõs 

life.  We are likely to see more people coming to 

church than any other time in the year.  Making sure 

the church is ready to receive and welcome all -

comers takes a huge amount of work and organising 

in order to keep things working smoothly.  

 

So, a big thank you to all those who helped with 

decorating, cleaning, moving chairs and pews, 

practising music and all the preparations for services.  

A big thank you too to our excellent team of wardens, 

assistant wardens and all those who welcome and 

steward for these well attended services.  Good job!  

 

Mark  

J 
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Please pray for . . .  

SUNDAY 

24th 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Churches Together 
service at St Maryôs, followed by Bring and Share lunch ï 
the first event celebrating the signing of the Covenant 10 
years ago. 

MONDAY 

25th 

The start of Confirmation Groups:  What 
better day for our confirmands to begin 
exploring their faith than today, when the 
Church recalls the Conversion of St Paul!  
We thank God for calling each one and pray 
that all will be open to His Holy Spiritôs 
leading. 

TUESDAY 

26th 

Building Refurbishment :  putting all plans for this major 
work into Godôs hands and asking for guidance for all 
those overseeing the process. 

WEDNESDAY 

27th 

Holocaust Memorial Day:  recalling with great sadness the 
atrocities committed in the Second World War and prior 
and more recent violations;   we ask God to heal all those 
presently affected and pray against the prejudices that 
spark these situations. 

THURSDAY 

28th 

PCC Meeting tonight, for the Holy Spiritôs  
presence for each agenda item;  for attentive  
ears and wisdom in decision-making. 

FRIDAY 

29th 

SATURDAY 

30th 

Churches Together gathering on redundancy, session 2:  
we pray for guidance to explore further the need for 
support and practical help in the areas of redundancy, 
unemployment and debt. 

SUNDAY 

31st 

Heather Macintyre beginning ministry at the Free Church:  
praising God with them;  praying for all who lead our 
churches:  Tim, Heather and our own Mark, that God will 
lead them by His Spirit and bless their ministry among us. 
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Please pray for . . .  

January Prayer Calendar 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus..... 

What a privilege it is to carry everything to God in prayer 

PRAYER @st maryõs 

FRIDAY 
1st  

The peoples of the world.   Today the Church celebrates 
the Naming of óJesusô (Saviour).  We pray this year that 
more people will be drawn to Jesus as Saviour.  We pray 
for all babies being baptised this year. 

 SATURDAY  
2nd  

Forthcoming General Election:  for thanksgiving for our 
democracy, for preparation of people and candidates 
over the next months and for Godôs strength in the many 
daunting situations confronting a new parliament. 

SUNDAY 
3rd  

Our services and the start of Junior Church:  for Jo and 
Nick Morley and all leaders;  for our children as they meet 
together;  for us all as we worship, learn and enjoy each 
otherôs company in the company of Jesus. 

 MONDAY  
4th  

Coffee, Chat & Prayer:  for this first opportunity 
in the New Year to C,C & P together. 

 TUESDAY  
5th  

New school term for all staff and children;  for last termôs 
difficulties to be put aside;  for fresh courage and the right 

support to make a new start. 

 WEDNESDAY  
6th  

Epiphany ï the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles: a 
blessing on all those who act as the Christian voice in the 
media, that the gospel might be heard in power and love 
and with relevance for everyday lives. 
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Please pray for . . .  

 THURSDAY  

7th 

FRIDAY 

8th 

Rupe, our Youth Worker, beginning work with our young 
people, that God will bless him and, in turn, he will be a 
blessing to those he leads.  We pray for all Youth Workers, 
particularly those working in deprived areas. 

SATURDAY 
9th 

Gifts:  thanking God for our gifts, skills and talents and 
asking Him to show us how these might be used to his 
glory in the church or community. 

SUNDAY 

10th 

Our Services todayI:  for those who preach, read, sing, 
preside ï for us all as we meet with God in worship;  for 
Godôs presence with us as we face the challenges of 
another week. 

MONDAY  

11th 

Ministry Team ï asking a blessing on Markôs leadership as 
he meets with Glenys, Peter, Joe, Michael and Carolyn; 
Those meeting to plan celebrations around the 10th 
anniversary of the Churches Together in Wendover 
Covenant, for our unity in the Spirit. 

 TUESDAY  

12th 

WEDNESDAY 

13th 

Evening Home Groups studying Bishop Johnôs óLiving 
Faithô that it will challenge, surprise and  
inspire;  for more people to join Home  
Groups. 

 THURSDAY  

14th 

Christian Aid Committee meeting tonight:  thanking God for 
their faithfulness and enthusiasm and praying for new 

members (particularly men!) to join in this important work. 

 FRIDAY  

15th 

SATURDAY 

16th 

Churches Together gathering on redundancy, session 1:  
praying the meeting will draw those for whom redundancy 
is a present or imminent reality, for their families and those 
who wish to help;  for God's presence as they explore how 

the churches might best provide support and practical help. 

SUNDAY 

17th 

Baptism Preparation Afternoon:  thanking God for an 
expanded team;  for the families attending, for a new 
understanding for all that children and parents travel the 

Christian journey together. 
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MONDAY  

18th 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:  we thank God for 
the unity all churches share, in Christ;  and particularly 
for our friends in St Anneôs RC Church and Wendover 
Free Church and thankfulness for our Covenant 
together. 

 
Bereavement Team meet led by Wendy Trower: we 
thank God for this group;  we ask for His strength as it 
develops and we pray for the bereaved people it 
supports. 

TUESDAY 

19th 

St Maryôs Newsletter:  as the deadline for entries 
approaches, give thanks for all involved, particularly 
Debbie.  We pray that our Newsletter will reflect our 
commitment to church and community. 

WEDNESDAY  

20th 

WAIT (Welcome & Integration Team) Meeting:  we pray 
for wisdom as decisions on Welcome materials and 
Links information are made and ideas for integration of 

new members are discussed. 

THURSDAY  

21st 

 

Sages:  Speaker:  Wendy Trower on the Ian Rennie 
Hospice at Home:  for a good number to hear about this 
important work;  for current situations which may be 
presenting real difficulties for the IRHH. 

 
Churches Together Committee Meeting:  for this 
committee working on our behalf;  for plans for the year, 
particularly for the Lent and Easter period which 
demonstrate so clearly our unity in Christ. 

 FRIDAY  

22nd 

Prayer Coordinating Group Meeting :  for guidance as 
the group plans a Day of Prayer in Church (Sat 20 Mar) 
and a Prayer Away Day (Sat 19 Jun) 

SATURDAY 

23rd 

Marriage problems:  for marriage problems, for those 
separating or divorcing;  for Godôs loving support for 
those on their own;  for His gentle Spirit to soothe away 
anger and foster care and concern despite breakdown;  
for other family members in these situations.  


