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1st Monday 

of each month (11am-12.15pm) 

‘Coffee, Chat and Prayer’ – at St Mary’s. 

Come and go as you please. 

Mon & Tues (pm) 

Wednesday (am) 

Friday (am) 

Home groups: contact Joe Groat (624925) 

Home groups: contact Martyn White (415631) 

Home group: contact Anna Fryer (632369) 

Tuesday (7.30 pm) Bell ringing practice. Newcomers welcome. 

Contact: Elizabeth Sorrell (622334) 

Thursday (9.30 am) Communion at St. Anne’s 

3rd Thursday 

of each month 

(10.15am-11.45am) 

‘Sages’ – a fellowship for the ‘Senior Ages’, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Veronica Lockett (622419)  

or Avril Horton (622401) 

Friday 

(10am-12 noon)  

‘Noah’s Ark’ – an ecumenical playgroup, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Kyla Sansbury (620023) 

Friday 

(7.30pm-9pm) 

‘Friday night is music night’, at St Mary’s. 

 Contact: @stmarys (623123) 

Saturday (9.00am—10.00 am) ‘Prayer Ministry’ at St Mary’s. An opportunity to 

pray with others. Contact: Patricia Thomas 

(622512) 

3rd Saturday 

of each month (5pm-7pm) 

‘Sacred Dance’ - at Wendover Community Centre 

Contact: Margaret Heald (622707) 

Sunday 

(10.15am-11.30am)  

Junior Church for all ages at St Mary’s 

(during 10.30am service) 

Contact: Nick and Jo Morley (623289) 

Sunday  (10.15am) 

1st & 3rd (& 5th) of month 

Surge - A group for 14 –18 year olds meeting at the 

Vicarage. Contact: Rupe Johnson (07757026008) 

Sunday  (7.00pm-8.30pm)  

1st, 2nd and 4th of month 

Youth @st marys for ages 14-18 

Contact: Alex Noall (696954) 

Regular Activities  

Unable to get to church?  
For Community Bus transport to the 9.00 service, contact Mark Thomas (622512) 

or for Home Communion contact Glenys Newman (622481)  

Registered Charity No. 1131299  

  

Part of the malaise of the (Western) 

world has been the never -ending 

struggle for superiority.  This ôIõm 

rightõ attitude inevitably leads to 

the conclusion that the other is 

wrong.  The trouble is this urge for 

superiority has led to all sorts of 

conflicts and tensions, along with 

an escalating grasp for more and 

more powerful means of 

demonstrating superiority.  Whether 

itõs a bigger stick to hit someone 

with, or the massing of nuclear 

weapons ð itõs an inherent human 

trend that nearly always leads to 

tears before bedtime.  

 

In our journey through Lent and 

Easter we are invited to reflect on 

the meaning of the most amazing 

series of events that have led to 

seismic changes in our world.  Whilst 

the demonstration of Godõs all 

powerful and victorious love left no 

doubt that he is superior in every 

way ð sin and death defeated, for 

all and for ever, we are also invited 

to reflect on the motivation behind 

these events.  

The needs of the entire world, 

needs for forgiveness, for love, for 

another opportunity to live in 

freedom, were won for us not by 

Godõs use of Jesus  as ôthe big 

stickõ, but by Jesus the suffering 

servant, who gave his life to win 

others.  

 

How do we manage this human 

sense of superiority?  I mean when 

we feel we are completely right 

and others are completely wrong, 

what do we do?  Our frustration at 

others at home or at work, or even 

at church, can sometimes spill out 

in anger at their ôwrongnessõ and it 

can be alarming to see this kind of 

reaction within ourselves.  But Jesus 

is our example ð the Lord of all who 

demonstrates power through 

service.  

 

This, I believe, is a great focus for 

Lent ð realising that we too can 

change hearts and minds more 

effectively by service than 

superiority.  And whilst this is true for 

each of us as individuals, this 
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Is that the time?! 
 
Donôt forget ï the clocks go forward an hour on the weekend of 
27/28 March.   
 
As the clocks go forward an hour this weekend there will be no 
service at 8am.  8 oôclockers ï please feel free to come to the 9am 
Holy Communion at St Maryôs on that Sunday morning instead.  

CHURCHES TOGETHER LENT COURSE FOR 2010 
 

We meet as Christians in Wendover in the Christian Centre  at 7.30 pm  on 

each Tuesday from 16 February through to 23  March.  

 

The Course is based on the book written by Stephen Cottrell, the Bishop 

of Reading, called òThe Things He Carried: A Journey Through Lentó. Each 

session will stand alone, so please come as and when you can. The 

remaining sessions are: - 

 

2 March: òHis Followersõ Disappointmentsó 

9 March: òThe Hopes of Godó 

16 March: òOur Sorrowsó 

23 March: òA Broken Heartó. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME. 

Glenys  

powerful influence is magnified 

significantly when a whole 

community puts it into practice.  

One way this can be seen is 

through our support of the changes  

to St Maryõs building ð a project that 

will help us together show our 

community that we want to serve 

the needs of others.  To serve 

whether people come to mourn the 

loss of loved ones, celebrate a new 

birth, commit themselves to another 

in marriage, or come just to find a 

sacred space for prayer and enjoy 

the beauty of all the stories held 

within the building.  And as people 

journeying in our faith together we 

encourage confidence and 

encouragement as we model this 

way of nurture and growth by 

serving one another.  Ultimately itõs 

through this attitude that 

communities are changed.  Then 

the world.  

 

Itõs what Jesus was talking about 

when he said, òThe Son of Man did 

not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.ó  (Matthew 20:28)  

 

Mark  
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March Sunday Services  

7 March  8.00 am  Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 9.00 am  Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am  Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

(Junior Church in at beginning)  

 6.00 pm  BCP Holy Communion, Halton  

14 March  8.00 am  Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am  Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am  Mothering Sunday  

Family Communion, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm  Evensong, Halton  

21 March  8.00 am  Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am  Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am  Morning service with Baptism, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm  Evensong, Halton  

 6.00 pm  Youth Service, St Maryõs 

28 March  8.00 am  No Service at 8am today due to clocks 

changing for summer time  

Palm Sunday  9.00 am  Parish  Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am  Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm  Evensong, Halton  

Opening hours @st marys, 11 High Street, Wendover 
 

Shop: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

  
     Office: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm 

Telephone: 01296 623123 
 

Email: info@stmaryswendover.org.uk 
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OASIS Presentation ï Graham White (Director 
of training at OASIS College) did a presentation 
on our Youth Worker (Rupe) and his placement 
at St Maryôs.   
 
Treasurerõs Report ï Neville Morton reported 
that his draft budget for 2010 shows a deficit 
which he is suggesting might arise due to 
increased costs together with the closure of St 
Maryôs.  The Fundraising committee will work 
hard to minimise this.   
 
@st marys Report ï Carolyn Bailey reported 
that takings at the shop were down on last year 
due to a slow summer but compensated by our 
best ever Christmas to date.  The shop still 
needs more volunteers.  The PCC asked for 
their thanks to be passed to the staff and shop 
crew for their commitment and hard work. 
 
Building Committee Update ï John Bussien 
reported that for the next PCC meeting on 18th 
March the committee will have detailed project 
costings and a status report on the amount of 
money raised or committed to date.  It is hoped 
this will enable the PCC to give the go ahead to 
contract signing and the start of the work.   
David Prescott reported on the Fundraising plan 
which will be launched on Sunday 7 February 
and the need to raise at least £300k to ensure 
the target of £600k is reached.  He circulated 
the fundraising leaflet produced for the project 
and thanked Debbie Hekkink and Martyn White 
for their work on this. This leaflet will be mailed 
to everyone on the church electoral roll and 
circulated to community groups. 
 

AGM Plan ð The AGM is on 25 April.   
 
Vicarõs Report ï Mark encouraged the support 
of the PCC for the Church Weekend in October.  
He also announced that Edward Blakeman had 
agreed to continue managing music at St 
Maryôs.  The PCC recorded their thanks to 
Edward. 
 
AOB 
 

¶ There is currently scaffolding on the 
church rood to repair the leak between 
the chancel and nave roof.  
 

¶ It was agreed we would write to the 
Parish Council to request a salt/grit bin 
at the end of Church Lane.  
 

¶ Planning applications have been 
submitted for potential future work at St 
Maryôs including solar panels, additional 
car parking and storage, Peter Lockett 
has the details of these.  
 

¶ Mark Dearnley with Bryan Reading is 
meeting the Parish Council to discuss 
the continuation of funding for the 
contracted grass cutting in the 
churchyard. 

 
The full minutes of this meeting will be available 
once approved by the PCC at the 18 March 
meeting.  If you have any questions please 
contact Julia Fish, 01296 620613 / 
juliafish@hotmail.co.uk  

Summary of PCC Meeting 
28 January 2010   
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  ôConfirm, O Lordéõ 

 

òIt was a special day for meó remarked one of the confirmation 

candidates from a previous year.  òI knew it was something I wanted to 

do, not with any sense of having ôgot thereõ or having arrived at the end 

of a journey, rather it was an important step along the way.  I wanted my 

confirmation to be just that ð a chance to say to God ôIõm yoursõ, and to 

be reminded that God confirms his love and purposes for me.ó 

 

Wendover Deanery Confirmation Service is taking place in two venues 

due to the number of those being confirmed this year.  The parishes of 

Prestwood, Great Missenden and Little Missenden are having a service at 

Holy Trinity, Prestwood at 6pm on Sunday 7 March.  Wendover and the 

remaining parishes are having their service at 3.30pm on 

the same Sunday at St Maryõs, Wendover. 

 

You are welcome to come to the confirmation service to 

support those being confirmed, and as an opportunity to  

re-affirm your own commitment to God.   

 

Please pray for all those being confirmed, and please 

specially pray for the candidates from St Maryõs who are: 

 

Ceri Bathurst  Juliet Dowsett   Annie Hughes  

Jenni Hunt   Nicky Knight   Kyla Sansbury   

Julia Shyvers Alasdair Williams  

 

Thank you,  

Mark  

Youth Matters ð March 
 
The aim of this section is to let everyone know 
what is going on with the youth. I hope the title 
will also act as a gentle reminder that the youth 
matter; and as a prompt that they and 
everything done by them and for them, is 
remembered in your prayers.  
 
The beginning of 2010 has been a challenging 
time for the youth at St Maryôs, from the 
completion of the youth Alpha course which is 
designed to push them in their faith, to the 

death of a beloved family member. However 
there has also been cause to celebrate. The 
youth band played very well recently at a youth 
service in Princes Risborough, and also are 
experiencing Godôs presence and learning to 
not limit Him with our expectations.  
 
As for the coming month, there is a youth 
service on the 21 March at 6pm at St Maryôs on 
the theme of óFreedomô for which your prayers 
would be very much appreciated, and to which 
all are very welcome. 
    Rupe  
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Tali  
 

The thanksgiving service for Tali on Saturday 13  February was a real 

reminder that in the course of her short life, Tali had touched the hearts of 

many.  As people from the different aspects of Taliõs worlds came it was 

clear to all that her life, her character, her personality, will remain part of 

those who knew her and loved her.  

 

From my point of view ð sitting at the front of church in our regular 

services, Iõm going to miss the unique contributions Tali made to our 

worship.  At home in the Lady Chapel, Tali would join in with chuckles and 

smiles during happy songs, and parts of the service that amused her.  She 

obviously felt quite at ease about sleeping through the boring bits, and 

her ôpuhsõ (her best word) were her way of joining in with the prayers and 

other conversations.  Then the occasional burp reminded me that she 

was just like the rest of us ð only able to express a hungry tummy better!  

 

Mark  

Totally Tali 
 

I just wanted to write to thank the many, 

many people who came to Tali's 

thanksgiving service on Saturday 13th 

February.  I was overwhelmed by the 

numbers.  I knew Tali had touched many 

peoples hearts but I was surprised at 

just HOW many. People came from as far 

afield as  Yorkshire, Cornwall, 

Wales, Devon and  Manchester.   Life will 

be hard without her but I know  she is 

talking, laughing, giggling, skipping, 

eating and making mischief with Jesus 

now....she is no longer suffering or in pain.  

I am grateful for the nine and a half years 

I had with her and she will  always be in 

my heart.   

 

Rest in Peace my little angel.  

 

Candy  

The photograph of Tali 

was taken at 5am on the 

morning of her  

operation.   
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Hereõs a reminder of the ways  

in which you can give to this project  
 

¶ One -off donations ñtax efficient with Gift Aid (at the 

moment a gift of £1,000 becomes £1,280 with Gift 

Aid).  
 

¶ Donations by bankersõ standing order i.e. spreads 

giving commitment over say 3, 4 or 5 years (also + 

Gift Aid). Can be monthly, quarterly or annual 

payment (for example £50 a month for 5 years is 

£3,000 or £3,840 with Gift Aid).  

 

For further information about tax efficient giving and other 

ways to give or loan, please contact Brian Freshney (01296 

625629) or David Prescott (01296 624537).  ôgiving formsõ 

are at the back of church and @st marys (11 High St).  

 

¶ You could also organise fundraising events.  Please 

let Carol Crockett (01296 612 528) know if youõd like 

to do this.  

 
Most importantly please pray  

 

Dear Lord, as we embark on this important chapter in the 

life of our church please use the money we give to take 

bricks and mortar to build your kingdom here in 

Wendover.  As youõve blessed us in many ways, may we 

be a blessing to all those we seek to serve.  Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen  

 

Thank you  

Mark       

Registered Charity No 1131299  
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St Maryõs Internal Refurbishment Appeal 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òEvery house is built by someone,  

but God is the builder of everythingó 

Heb. 3:4 
 

God is building his kingdom, in our lives and across 

our community. This church has been a place to 

nurture faith, encourage and challenge disciples of 

Jesus over hundreds of years in their pilgrimage of 

faith.  Our church building is not just an important 

part of our heritage; it is a place of worship, a place 

where people gather to be part of God at work.  
  

We want to equip the building for greater use by the 

whole community, so that faith can be found, 

fostered and flourish in the coming years.  
  

Godõs call on our lives presents us with the challenge 

of giving our money to his work in this important 

project.    
  

At this moment in our journey it is up to us to hear the 

challenge and to respond.  It is our responsibility and 

reward to be part of what God is doing.  
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We had only been here for just over a 

year when St Maryõs organised the 

last Weekend Away. We were a bit 

hesitant about going, as we didnõt 

feel we knew people that 

well.  However, we realised that it 

takes time to get to know people and 

this was an ideal opportunity to do 

that.  Little did we know that we 

would be meeting and greeting each 

other at 5am on Sunday morning in 

our pyjamas!  Iõm still not sure whether 

it was part of a cunning plan to 

ôbreak the iceõ or simply a pair of hair 

curling tongs which set the fire alarm 

offé ??  However, you can rest 

assured that it is not part of the plan 

for this yearõs Weekend Away!  At 

least, I donõt think it isé !?  Maybe you 

should pack your best PJs just in case!  

 

We were pleased that we had 

decided to go.  It did offer us the 

opportunity to get to know people 

better, and also the chance to 

receive some excellent teaching by 

Bishop Alan.  For our children, it was a 

first opportunity to be part of a large 

group experience, which they really 

enjoyed.   They were well looked after 

in their groups and enjoyed the 

activities organised for them.  We 

would definitely recommend others 

to go.   

As an older member of the congregation, I was 
surprised to find what a memorable and happy 
occasion this was. This stately home was a 
wonderful venue. The grand main rooms were 
used for church services lectures and the 
entertainment. The theme for the weekend was 
ñFaith Worksò. 
 
Our mentor was the Bishop of Buckingham, 
Bishop Alan. He gave four sessions starting 
each one with a joke. Before one, he needed us 
divided into two groups which he did by process 
of elimination ï not one but several leaving us 
hurrying backwards and forwards i.e. Go to the 
right if you are dark haired, now go to the left if 
you take sugar in your tea and so on until we 
were all more or less divided. 
 
His sessions were informative and spiritual. 
Prayers were held at 9.30pm each day with a 
final communion at 2.30pm on Sunday. 

Lectures were not mandatory and also we had 
plenty of free-time to explore the area. 
 
The Saturday night entertainment was most 
enjoyable. Martyn White performed a magic 
show with an unusual Climax and there was 
also a ófilm showô. 
 
Children were well catered for ï there being a 
cr°che and several childrenôs groups. 
 
On Sunday morning the fire alarm sounded at 
5am and we had to evacuate the building. How 
different everyone looked in their night attire!! 
 
Late on Sunday afternoon we left feeling at 
peace, spiritually refreshed, befriended and 
above all loved. 
 

Creina Collins 

TO GO OR NOT TO GO, THAT IS THE QUESTION... 

Debbie Hekkink  

Parish Weekend Away ñApril 2006  

High Leigh Conference Centre  
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TWO PRAYER EVENTS 
 

Prayer Away Day at St Katherineõs, Parmoor, Frieth 

Saturday 15 May  

 

Details of the above day were announced in the Febru-

ary Newsletter and there will be more information on this 

in April.  To encourage you to book for this Away Day, 

why not try out the following event in March:  

 

Day of Prayer in St Maryõs Church, Wendover 

Saturday 20 March, 10am ð 4pm  

 

You can come and go as you like throughout the day.  There will be vari-

ous pointers for prayer, including a Prayer Walk (with leaflet and other 

options), round significant areas of the church.  (If you have never been 

on an Away Day or a Retreat before, this ôtasterõ session is sure to be 

helpful.)  

 

As we plan to refurbish our church interior, let us also take time to ask God 

to renew us.  òDonõt you know that you yourselves are Godõs temple and 

that Godõs Spirit lives in you?ó  (1 Cor 3, 16)  For more information, do 

have a word with anyone in the Prayer Coordinating Group.   

 

Mark Thomas  

For the Prayer Coordinating Group (Debbie Hekkink, Peter Louis, Mark 

Thomas, Martyn White, ex officio Mark Dearnley)  

Compline ð 31st March, 9pm  
 

This ôNight Officeõ, a service with monastic roots that was used at the 

close of the day has a calm and reflective feel that helps us close the 

chapter of the day just lived and trust the night to God.  It acts as a 

metaphor for the closing of the chapter of our lives and entrusting 

ourselves to God for the life to come.   

 

This special service is part of our Holy Week prayer, and all are invited to 

join us in this act of worship.  It takes place on Wednesday 31 st March at 

9pm at St Maryõs.  As last year we will precede this with tea or coffee 

available from 8.15pm  

 

Mark  
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òYouõre Hired!ó  Newsletter Editor 
 

After many issues of our newsletter, and a change of 

format, we say goodbye to Debbie Hekkink as 

compiler and editor.  Debbie has worked wonders in 

finding ways to present articles creatively and 

clearly, and her faith -filled prayerful approach to this 

task means our newsletter is always spot on for our 

church family.   Now it is time for Debbie to pass on 

this role, so thank you, Debbie, for your patience and care -filled way in 

which you have managed this role.  And a warm welcome to Xenia 

Murray, Debbieõs replacement. 

 

Xenia comes with a wealth of presentational experience and will, no 

doubt, bring her own flair to our newsletter.  Thank you, Xenia for being 

willing to take this on.  

 

Please note the change of email address for submitting items for 

publication.  

Mark.  

Want to make more use of your skills 
within the Church? 
 
We're creating a register of people's talents and 
capabilities which will be used to match people 
to tasks. Whatever your profession, hobby or 
interest you might like to be more involved when 
an opportunity arises. 
 
For example, could you do admin, provide legal 
or financial advice, help with maintenance - it 
could be anything! 

If you offer to help then you're not committing 
yourself to anything specific or open-ended, just 
indicating that you're happy to consider any 
requests. 

 

Have a think about what you could do and 

watch out for a form to complete in next month's 

newsletter! 

Juliette Dean 

Large print versions available on request (623123)  

Deadline for next issue:  

Wednesday 17 March  
 

 

Next newsletter out on:  

Sunday 28 March  

Please email your contributions  
to Xenia at:  

 

Xenia.murray@btinternet.com  

 

or drop them into @st marys.   
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WENDOVER 
 

It was on 27 September 2000 that two representatives of St Maryõs (Revd 

Hugh Marshall as Vicar and Tony Tyson as Churchwarden), together with 

representatives from the other two churches in Wendover, The Free 

Church and St Anneõs, signed a Covenant in the shared premises of St 

Anneõs and the Christian Centre.  

 

This is what the Covenant says: - 

RECOGNISING that over many years the Churches in Wendover have grown 

closer together through sharing worship and activities, the formation of 

Wendover Free Church , and the sharing of buildings, we, the people of St 

Anneõs, St. Maryõs and Wendover Free Church, desire to affirm our search for 

fuller unity in God.  

 

WE BELIEVE in God as Trinity ð one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit ð who creates, 

redeems and empowers the world.  

We believe that in Christ, God is drawing the world and all people to Himself and 

calls all to live in love, peace, justice and truth.  

We believe that Christ has called the Church to be His particular instrument for 

this purpose and that it is His will that the Church should be one as God is one.  

 

SO we, Christians in Wendover, pledge that we shall  

 PROCLAIM the Gospel of Christ by  

          working together  

    to fulfil His mission 

    to build up His church  

    to offer worship and prayer  

 and by  

   doing together whatever is possible  

   learning from one anotherõs beliefs and experience 

   being open and honest with one another  

   praying for one another,  

 

that Godõs purpose may be completed in us. 

Three different events have been planned for this year in order to 

celebrate the ten years of this Covenant. The first was on 24 January 

when the three churches worshipped together at St Maryõs, and heard a 

little of the history of how the three churches came together. A brief 

summary of that history will be given in the next Newsletter. Our next 

celebratory event will take place at Pentecost.  

 

Glenys Newman  
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Please pray for . . .  

March Prayer Calendar  
I call on you, O God, for you will answer me,  

give ear to me and hear my prayer.   -  Psalm 17  

PRAYER @st maryõs 

 MONDAY  

1st 

11.00 Coffee, Chat and Prayer , giving thanks for those 

who offer prayer on behalf of us all.  

 TUESDAY 

2nd  

3 Churches Lent Course: òHis Followersõ 

Disappointmentó.  We pray for all who are finding the 

Christian journey particularly difficult at this time.  

 WEDNESDAY 

3rd 

 St Maryõs @ Work Course, 32 High St and the question:  

òHow to be distinctively Christian at workó 

 THURSDAY 

4th 

@st maryõs shop and volunteers:  that the Lent and  

Easter message will be experienced by those who call 

in or pass by.  

 FRIDAY 

5th 

Our singers and musicians  as they prepare for the 

Easter period, remembering the leaders at tonightõs 

practice.  

 SATURDAY 

6th 

July Oberammergau Trip and the planning meeting 

tomorrow, for the leaders, Nigel Stowe and Pauline, as 

they get to know the participants.  

 SUNDAY 

7th 

Confirmation in the Deanery  praying for all  

those going forward for the Laying on of  

Hands, especially for those from St Maryõs 

for Godõs blessing on their public  

commitment to Him.  The candidates are  

Ceri Bathurst; Juliet Dowsett; Alasdair  

Williams; Annie Hughes; Jenni Hunt; Nicky  

Knight; Kyla Sansbury; Julia Shyvers.  
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Please pray for . . .  

 MONDAY  
8th 

Ministry Team Meeting, led by Mark , for the Holy Spiritõs 

prompting in the issues under discussion.  

 

@st marys Window team as they decorate for Mothering 

Sunday.  

 TUESDAY 
9th 

3 Churches Lent Course: òThe Hopes of Godó , thanking 

God for his amazing love and for all that the Cross means 

to us. 

 WEDNESDAY 
10th 

For all Lenten Study Groups :  Home Groups  and the St 

Maryõs @ Work course, considering ò Success and failure 

in a Christian contextó. 

 THURSDAY 
11th 

Prayer Ministry Team meeting at Chris Trower ôs home; for 

a time of learning and reflection together.  

 FRIDAY 
12th 

Building & Fundraising Committees :  for all those involved 

in moving the restructuring forward;  for the congregation 

and community as they consider their own part in this 

important venture.  

 SATURDAY 
13th 

Local Licensed Ministersõ Area Shared Lunch, asking 

Godõs blessing on this new venture, enabling LLMs to 

develop their contact with each other.  

 
Readers at our services tomorrow :  that the readings 

allotted will be a blessing to them;  for all who read Godõs 

Word Sunday by Sunday.  

SUNDAY 
14th 

Mothering Sunday :  for our services, for 

mothers and carers and their vital part in our 

childrenõs lives. 

 MONDAY  

15th 

  

Window Display Team setting  up the Easter window:  the 

promise of Spring and of Resurrection  

  

Deadline for Fundraising Pledges :  for all donations and 

promises towards our churchõs  refurbishment. 
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UNWANTED CDs OR DVDs? 

 
Do you have any childrenõs CDs or DVDs that your family 

has outgrown?   Before you throw them out please could 

you consider whether we might be able to use them in 

Junior Church.  

 

We are trying to build up a small collection of music and DVD resources 

that we can use in Junior Church sessions to support our teaching and 

worship.  Anything that might be appropriate from toddlers to teenagers 

would be appreciated.  

 

Many thanks.  Nick and Jo  

Haiti ð St Maryõs contribution 
 

Thanks to your generosity, the proceeds 

from the collections for the Haiti appeal, 

of £1953.84, has gone to World Vision for 

that purpose.  A wonderful effort.  

 

Neville Morton  

EVERY LITTLE HELPS! 
 

Put this date in your diary!  

 

We are holding a COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF THE REFURBISHMENT FUND 

on Thursday 25 March  from 10.30 ð 12.00. In addition, there will be a 

BRING AND BUY SALE ð perhaps something youõve made, like a cake or 

jar of jam/marmalade? And, do bring your friends, too.  

 

ALL ARE WELCOME ð just drop in at any time over the 1½ hours to 14A 

Vicarage Close.  

 

Letõs enjoy friendship and fellowship together as well as raising a bit of 

money for the refurbishment.  

Glenys & Wilfred Newman  

2009 Mites Collection  
 
The Mites collection at the 

back of the church raised 

£71.40 during 

2009.   
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WHAT CAN A CHAP SAY? 

  

I mean, what can  I say to adequately convey my appreciation for 

all  your cards and letters, flowers and food, emails and 

telephone  messages and visits to my home since Jennifer passed away.  

I'm a bit overwhelmed, to be honest!  

  

I'm sure Quentin Letts would have an apt analogy at his fingertips and 

Stephen Fry an eloquent and memorable phrase or two, or Mark Thomas 

with a poem and John Hull with a musical composition. But I'm not a 

Quentin, Stephen, Mark or John.  

  

So, what can  a chap say to thank everyone for  their love during the past 

few difficult weeks? Perhaps the tears as I and my family read your lovely 

words about Jennifer would be a clue as to how much  we 

appreciated  your cards and letters. And for every other practical 

expression of your love for me, please know that I am deeply grateful.  

  

So, what does this chap say? "Thank you all  SO much."  These 5 words truly 

come from my heart.    

  

Martyn White  

As blessed to receive?  
  

In all the emails surrounding the 

church babysitters' list being 

updated, I was struck by the 

number of generous people 

offering help freely, but only 

wanting to use the list themselves 

on a reciprocal basis.   These same 

people who support others 

wholeheartedly in practical and 

spiritual ways, did not want to ask 

for help unless they could return the 

compliment directly themselves.  

  

The last time I spoke to Jennifer 

White, the most inspiring and 

generous giver I've ever known, she 

was concerned about a 

forthcoming operation, and asked 

the group of us for our prayers.   I felt 

almost surprised, as if my prayers 

could make a difference - and in 

retrospect, what a lesson it was, 

that this most faithful and steadfast 

person could admit to needing 

support, and wanted to receive as 

well as give.  

  

This Lent I'm not going to give 

anything up - I've done the 

masochistic  bit before - but I am 

going to try for more "quiet time", 

and I'll be pondering the twin ideas 

of giving and receiving.   It will be 

quite a challenge for me to try to 

listen more and do  less, but I'm 

going to have a go!  

  

Lyn Hall 
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 TUESDAY 

16th 

3 Churches Lent Course:  òOur Sorrowsó, giving thanks 

that our faith covers the whole of life, the joyful and 

the sad.  

 WEDNESDAY 

17th 

St Maryõs @ Work course, 32 High Street:    òHandling 

redundancyéas employer and employeeó;  for the 

work of the 3 Churches group exploring how the 

Christian community can help in these stressful times . 

THURSDAY 

18th 

Sages:  òPotting up for Springó, and 

speaker, Alexia from ôBlooming 

Marvelousõ, for an enjoyable and 

instructive time for everyone.  

 FRIDAY 

19th 

Bereavement Team Meeting , and for Wendy Trower as 

she leads the discussion.  

SATURDAY 

20th 

Day of Prayer in Church :  that all who come will find 

something for themselves in their walk with God:  for 

spiritual growth, refreshment and renewal.  

SUNDAY 

21st 

3.30 Newcomers Tea :  for hosts, Andrea and Matthew, 

the team and the ônewcomersõ and for the overall 

welcome we offer at St Maryõs 
  

6pm Youth Service at St Maryõs òU R Freeó:  for the Holy 

Spiritõs empowering of all who lead and attend and 

for the chat over tea and cakes afterwards.  

 MONDAY  
22nd  

Television, Radio and the Internet  as 

 they feature the most important  

elements of our faith during this  

Holy Week . 

 
Window display team  :  for the Holy Spiritõs 

inspiration as they meet to plan future windows.  
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Please pray for . . .  

TUESDAY 
23rd 

WEDNESDAY 

24th 

Lent Study Courses: that all will feel closer to Jesus our 

Lord for the time spent on these courses:  
3 Churches Lent Course: òA Broken Heartó; Home 

Bible Study Groups;    St Maryõs @ Work course. 

 THURSDAY 
25th 

  

Feast of the Annunciation :  on this day, we thank God 

for calling Mary to be the mother of Jesus.  We pray 

for St Maryõs and our own commitment to God in 

whatever way we hear him calling . 

FRIDAY  

26TH 

Friends of St Maryõs:  as we focus on fundraising, we 

thank God for the faithful, generous and long -term 

support to St Maryõs of ôthe Friendsõ. 

 SATURDAY 
27th 

 LLM Forum at Diocesan Church House , Speaker: Ray 

John Coyne;  for those attending from our own 

Deanery . 

SUNDAY 
28th 

Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week :  for a 

personal commitment by us all to follow Jesus to the 

Cross, learning again the amazing truth that because 

of this weekõs events we have life in all its fullness ð 

and forever . 

 MONDAY  
29th 

Ministry Team meeting:   at this busy time in the 

Christian Year, a blessing on our ministry team.  

 TUESDAY 
30th 

For those soon to be ordained, particularly Carolyn , 

that this Easter will have particular significance as they 

prepare for the July ordinations . 

WEDNESDAY 
31st 

 Gifts: John Donne, priest and poet (died 31 March 

1631): thanking God for all whose gifts with words 

have inspired us;   Compline at 8pm :  for this beautiful 

and ancient service and for those with the gift to sing 

it, bringing us close to the heart of worship in this Holy 

Week . 

11 

ST MARYõS FLOWER FESTIVAL:  29 ð 31 MAY 2010  
 
As part of the fundraising for the church refurbishment we are having a Flower Festival on the 
weekend of 29, 30 and 31 May this year.  Please put this date in your diary now and make sure all 
your family and friends can come. 
 
This is a major undertaking and we will want lots of wonderful volunteers!  The ways in which you 
can help are: 
 

¶ Give a couple of hours (or more) to serve tea/coffee/cakes  

¶ Help prepare and serve a ploughman style lunch on the Saturday (possibly also on the 
Monday) 

¶ Give time to collect entry money and donations ï again as part of a rota ï during the 
festival 

¶ Make lots of yummy cakes 

¶ Donate prizes for a raffle 

¶ Help with publicity 

¶ Get a group together to make a flower display depicting the activity of the group eg tennis 
or music.  Our flower ladies would be able to provide help or advice. 

 
It is early in our planning but we propose to also have a number of other activities eg music 
happening during the day. 
 
If you can help in any way please contact: 
Carol Crockett 01296 612528 carol@aimzine.co.uk 

Jean Western 01296 621054 nj.western@tesco.net  

Mothering Sunday - 14 March  
 

Taking Mum out for lunch on the 14  March?  Mothering Sunday is fast 

becoming one of the biggest earning days for pubs and restaurants as 

mums all over the country are let off cooking lunch.   But letõs not forget 

this day is bigger than all that.   Itõs not just about a tidy kitchen at home 

and mums having less to do around the house.   In fact Mothering Sunday 

has very little to do with just mums.   Itõs actually about celebrating all 

those who care and have cared; mothers, friends and family. Its also 

about celebrating the care and nurture of ômotherõ church.  More than 

that its about putting all that care in the context of celebrating the love 

of God whose care for each of us is the biggest reason to enjoy all our 

celebrations on Mothering Sunday.   Join us at church 

on Sunday 14 March to make this day really special.  

 

Mark  

mailto:carol@aimzine.co.uk
mailto:nj.western@tesco.net

