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1st Thursday 

of each month (10.00am) 

‘Coffee, Chat and Prayer’ – at St Anne‘s 

Come and go as you please. 

Mon & Tues (pm) 

Wednesday (am) 

Friday (am) 

Home groups: contact Joe Groat (624925) 

Home groups: contact Martyn White (415631) 

Home group: contact Anna Fryer (632369) 

Thursday (9.30 am) Communion at St. Anne‘s 

3rd Thursday 

of each month 

(10.15am-11.45am) 

‘Sages’ – a fellowship for the ‗Senior Ages‘, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Veronica Lockett (622419)  

or Avril Horton (622401) 

Friday 

(10am-12 noon)  

‘Noah’s Ark’ – an ecumenical playgroup, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Kyla Sansbury (620023) 

Friday (from September) 

(7.30pm-9.00pm)  

‘Friday night is music night’, at Wendover 

Junior School 

 Contact: @stmarys (623123) 

Saturday (9.00am—10.00 am) ‘Prayer Ministry’ at St Mary‘s.Centre.  

An opportunity to pray with others.  

Contact: Patricia Thomas (622512) 

3rd Saturday 

of each month (5pm-7pm) 

‘Sacred Dance’ - at Wendover Community Centre 

Contact: Margaret Heald (622707) 

Sunday (from September) 

(10.15am-11.30am)  

Junior Church for all ages at Wendover Junior 

School 

(during 10.30am service) 

Contact: Nick and Jo Morley (623289) 

Sunday  (10.15am) 

1st & 3rd (& 5th) of month 

Surge - A group for 14 –18 year olds meeting at the 

Vicarage. Contact: Rupe Johnson (07757026008) 

Sunday  (7.00pm-8.30pm)  

1st, 2nd and 4th of month 

Youth @st marys for ages 14-18 

Contact: Alex Noall (696954) 

Regular Activities 

Unable to get to church?  
For Community Bus transport to the 9.00 service, contact Mark Thomas (622512) 

or for Home Communion contact Glenys Newman (622481)  

Registered Charity No. 1131299 
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Itõs an epic moment getting to the 

end of a school.  I remember each 

time I left one school in order to 

move on to the next with that mix of 

trepidation and excitement, and the 

sure knowledge that as the years 

went by so work would become 

harder and more demanding.  Plus 

the emotion that came with saying 

goodbye to some friends and 

making new ones. 

Iõve just been to the year 6 school 

leavers concert at Wendover Junior 

School, and every year it brings 

back memories for me of ending  

one  era and preparing for another. 

 

This year I invited the children and 

parents to focus on what has been 

popularly dubbed as the Sinatra 

Syndrome ð I did it my way.  

Understandably much of our 

education process is orientated 

around the goal of helping children 

to grow into responsible, capable 

adults who have a confidence to 

face life in all kinds of contexts.  

Understandably part of this process 

is encouraging children to feel 

autonomous and able to stand on 

their own two feet.  However, I worry 

about what can easily become too 

self-referenced 

and too 

independent.  I 

worry because we 

werenõt designed 

to live like that.   

 

One of the 

greatest aspects 

of learning in life has to do with an 

understanding that we need one 

another and we need God.  

Remember that bit in Genesis where 

God found Adam a companion?  

Right from the beginning itõs etched 

into our DNA that we work, grow, 

and are fulfilled within relationships, 

not without them.  Our design is that 

life is really only made sense of by 

our relationship with God, and it is 

enhanced and enriched by the 

love, encouragement and support 

we receive from each other. 

 

As children move through schools 

and grow in self-confidence, and as 

we celebrate their achievements, 

letõs help them too to develop this 

happy and healthy approach of 

living life Godõs Way.   

 

Mark  

My Way?  

www.stmaryswendover.org.uk 
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Church on the move  
 

We did it!  Thanks to the hard work of 

many, and specially our churchwardens 

Bridget and Peter, and Veronica and 

the sacristy team, we managed to move 

out of St Maryõs and into our temporary 

new homes.  I know it has been a 

mammoth task to organise and Iõm really grateful to all who gave time 

and energy to make this move go smoothly.  Thank you. 

 

Our last Sunday at St Maryõs was moving and meaningful as we 

acknowledged that this is a real ending for many of us.  When we come 

back the church will be different, and for those who have worshipped 

at St Maryõs for many years our move does seem like closing a door on a 

chapter in this churchõs history. 

 

Our first Sunday in our new locations were also a success.  Thank you to 

Ralph and Don and the team at St Michaelõs, Halton, who made us so 

welcome and eased our transition.  Thank you too to Matt Ashmead 

and the team at Wendover Junior School who are showing real 

hospitality in allowing us to meet there. 

 

Please continue to pray for this time out of St Maryõs, for the ongoing 

practical arrangements as well as the opportunities we have to grow in 

faith and fellowship during these next few months. 

 

Thank you. 

Mark. 

Confirmation ς 10th October 2010 
This is the date for our next confirmation service, and Iõm starting a con-

firmation preparation course on Monday 5th September.  Anyone is wel-

come to come to these meetings, and if youõd like to do so, or if youõd 

like to chat about confirmation, please speak to me. 

Mark 
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 August Sunday Services 

 1 August 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Michael,s, Halton 

 10.30 am All Age Communion Wendover CofE School 

 6.00 pm Holy Communion, St Michaelõs, Halton 

8 August 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Michaelõs, Halton 

 10.30 am All Age Communion, Wendover CofE School 

 6.00 pm Evensong, St Michaelõs, Halton 

17 August 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Michaelõs, Halton 

 10.30 am All Age Communion, Wendover CofE School 

 6.00 pm Evensong, St Michaelõs, Halton 

22 August 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs  

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Michaelõs, Halton 

 10.30 am All Age Communion,  Wendover CofE School 

 6.00 pm Evensong, St Michaelõs, Halton 

29 August 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Michaelõs , Halton 

 10.30 am All Age Communion, Wendover CofE School 

 6.00 pm Evensong, St Michaelõs, Halton 

Opening hours @st marys, 11 High Street, Wendover 
 

Shop: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

  

     Office: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm 
Telephone: 01296 623123 

 

Email: info@stmaryswendover.org.uk 
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Getting to Church on time.... 
 
Some people will need help to get to our temporary home either at St Michael‘s in Halton 
or at Wendover Junior School.  If you will need a lift to get to either venue or know 
someone who will, please let us know. 
 
Parking at Halton is not easy and for those who are not able to walk far, we have been 
offered parking near the church in a private drive. Let me know if you need to use this. 
 
We need volunteers, who are able to give somebody a lift on a regular basis. We will 
continue to use the Community Bus for those people who are already collected. 
Bridget Avery 
Tel 01296 625854  
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Your MISSION, should you choose to 

take it....  

 

MISSION:  update  

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:  Saturday 18 September  

 

Rendezvous:  7.30pm at Wendover Junior School  

 

Mission orders:  Come and enjoy yourself and 

bring your friends!  

 

Activities you are likely to encounter  

Ý Information on mission supported by St 

Maryôs 

Ý Live entertainment  

Ý Food (supplied by Raj)  

Ý Drink (bar licence will be obtained)  

 

Cost:  £10 per person  

 

Tickets:  available from @stmarys shop  

 

Further mission details:  speak to Nici Simpson 

or Nikki de Borde  

 

Really secret stuff:  ask Tim de Borde  

 

This message will self destruct in 10 seconds  
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 Update on the Refurbishment Fund  
 

Since the launch of the refurbishment 

appeal £283,000 has been donated in the 

form of  pledges, donations and standing 

orders.  A further £60,000 has been donated 

by grant making trusts.  The total stands at 

£663,000  This includes the funds from the St 

Agnes Fund.  

 

We need to continue raising funds to 

replenish the St Agnes Fund which was set 

aside for the upkeep of the church fabric.  

 

There will be a series of fundraising events 

through the autumn and beyond to 

continue raising money for the 

Refurbishment.  
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Internal Refurbishm
ent 

 

Appeal
 

Update & Events

 

St Maryõs Centreñ

Volunteers needed  
 

We need volunteers to help 

redecorate the St Maryõs 

Centre.  On 4th September 

there will be a working party 

cleaning up and decorating 

the Centre (which is not part of 

the Church refurbishment 

project) 

 

Please contact Bridget Avery 

for more 

information.  

 
Tel 01296 
625854  

BUILDERS ON SITE!!!  
 

The builders, Edgar Taylor, took possession 

of the church on the 12th July and are 

now carrying out preparatory works. 

 

They have cleared the inside, protected 

the font, the pulpit and all the memorials 

and blanked off all the windows, which 

gives the inside of the church a very dif-

ferent feel.  

 

A scaffold has been erected which will 

allow all the high level works ,removal of 

heating, lighting and decorating to be 

carried out. 

 

Please remember there is 

no access into the 

church at any time.   

  

Thanks 

Peter Lockett 

BRING & BUY 

CAR WASH 

BRUNCH 

 

Saturday 2 October 2010 

10am to 12.30pm  

 

Wendover Christian Centre 

 

See article page 10 for  

details and how you can 
help. 
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At the risk of people huffing and 
thinking that at some point this talking 
about Carolyn and her ordination must 
stop, I just wanted to share some of 
my experiences with those people who 
I hadn‘t had a chat with yet.  
 
This has been a wonderful time for me 
and I suspect a slightly stressful time 
for David. I went away on the 30th June 
to a rehearsal at Christchurch 
Cathedral where we all put on our 
cassocks and were put through our 
paces by the Cathedral team in the 
vain hope that we would look as if we 
knew what we were doing by the time 
that the service took place. In practise, 
we were shown the service in reverse 
because we were split into three 
groups and being the 6 o‘clock group 
we started with communion and 
worked backwards. This combined 
with having three days to forget and 
the severe dehydration that comes 
from having four hours without a drink 
in 30 degrees heat with a cassock on 
meant that we were a little vague come 
the day!  
 
One memory of the rehearsal was of 
us all being taken out to be shown 
where the coach would drop us off and 
where we needed to come to get to the 
preparation room before the service. 
The many tourists who were walking in 
the gardens and around the cloisters 
were faced with a fairly solemn 
procession (Marilyn kept telling us to 
be quiet) of robed clergy and assuming 
it was something important took many 
photos! 
 

We had three days of being cared for 
and prayed with in retreat, 
accompanied by Caroline Windley our 
DDO and Amanda, Bishop John‘s 
chaplain. It was a lovely opportunity to 
just rest, pray and spend time quietly 
surrounded by the beautiful 
Oxfordshire countryside, with frequent 
visits from Bishop John which made us 
all feel that everyone was holding us 
close. 
 
I had no idea of the frantic activity that 
seemed to be going on at home and as 
I was becoming increasingly relaxed I 
feel that David‘s stress was becoming 
correspondingly higher! 
 
Saturday was a funny day because 
there were two services before ours, 
we waved them off, and as the second 
group went we settled down for what 
was to be a very long afternoon. 
 
Eventually we were in Christchurch, 
saying our vows and signing forms 
before finally standing in line ready to 
process in. It was at this point that the 
enormity of what was happening really 
hit me, and so it was lovely when 
Bishop John in all his regalia came 
down and just reassured us that we 
would be fine ‗as long as we didn‘t do 
anything too radical‘, and off we went.   
     

From an Ordinary Ordinand to a Can -do Curate  

(Hopefully!)  

Continued.../  

13 

 PCC Meeting 8 th July 2010  

10 members of the PCC met at St 

Maryõs.  The business of the 

meeting covered the following:   

Mission Committee Report - Tim de 

Borde gave a report on behalf of 

the Mission Committee. Tim 

updated the PCC on recent 

Mission activities and it was 

suggested that more people in the 

congregation should be 

encouraged to sponsor a child.  

Tim would be very happy for 

others to attend the Mission 

Committee meetings and will 

publicise dates via the pew sheet.  

Treasurerõs Report ð The restoration 

fund now stands at £560k of which 

£6k was raised by the Flower 

Festival.  Our Parish Share will be 

increasing next year, the exact 

figure is yet to be confirmed but 

will be in the region of £105k. 

Flower Festival ð Carol Crockett 

presented a report on the Flower 

Festival.  She highlighted the 

positive comments from visitors 

about the wonderful atmosphere.  

She also expressed her thanks to 

the many helpers, she wrote over 

100 notes of thanks! Carol is now 

thinking about a repeat in 2012 to 

link in which the Olympics and the 

Queenõs Diamond Jubilee with the 

suggestion of joining up with the 

Parish Council. The PCC recorded 

its thanks to the team and to Carol 

Crockett  and Jean Western. 

Building Committee ð Peter 

Lockett reported that work had 

started on the plasterwork and in 

the cellar and that the church 

would be emptied and closed 

from 12th July.  We are still waiting 

for Faculty approval for the floor 

and there needs to be some 

changes to enable some of the 

plinth bases to be visible.  Some of 

the pews will be kept as a 

historical example. Choice of new 

seating has yet to be made but is 

likely to be a mix of benches (with 

backs) and chairs. There will be 

regular updates and photos of the 

restoration work on the website.  

Fundraising  ð Mark reminded the 

meeting of the need to continue 

with the fund raising as the 

intension is to replace the St Agnes 

Fund so that it can be utilised for 

the eventual extension. 

Joe Groat asked that the PCC 

record its appreciation of the hard 

work being done by many people 

on both the fund-raising and the 

building committee. 

Vicarõs Remarks - A cheque for 

£4,500 was received from the 

Friends of St Maryõs for the Fabric 

Fund.  The PCC recorded its very 

grateful thanks.   
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The hands of Jesus bring Godõs 

wholeness to individuals, hope to 

communities and transformation to 

the world. 

 

This series invites us to discover how  

Jesus touched the lives of the 

people around him displaying the 

values of Godõs Kingdom. These 

acts of compassion encourage us 

to be like Jesus and bring Godõs 

love and wholeness to a world in 

need.  Our 9am service follows the 

usual pattern with a sermon on 

these themes. 

 

The 10.30am service is an All Age 

Communion and incorporates 

activities, a talk and time to reflect 

and pray around the theme for 

each week. 

 

1st AugustñReaching Hands  

Mark 1: 40-45 

Psalm 9: 7-11 

Jesusõ hands reached out to 

others, crossing social boundaries 

in order to heal a man with leprosy. 

 

8th August ñCaring Hands  

Mark 7: 31-37 

Psalm 105: 1-7 

Jesusõ hands cared for those who 

would have been unable to help 

themselves. 

 

15th August ñSharing Hands  

Mark 8: 1-10 

Exodus 16: 1-3, 11-15 

Jesus met the needs of people by 

feeding a huge group of his 

listeners. 

 

22nd August ñWelcoming Hands  

Mark 9: 33-37 

Psalm 139: 7-18 

Jesus welcomed all who came to 

him 

 

29th August ñGiving Hands  

Mark 12; 41-44 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 

Jesus expects us to give, but it is 

our attitude in giving that counts. 

 

5th September ñLoving Hands  

Mark 12: 28-34 

1 John 4: 7-16 

Loving God and loving others are 

the  two most important 

commandments.   

 

 

Pick up a 

leaflet on the 

summer 

sermon series 

at the church 

services or 

@stmarys shop.   

Summer Sermons 2010  

The Hands of Jesus  
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The service was beautiful and went 
without any major problems, my 
knees didn‘t lock after kneeling for so 
long, I didn‘t pour communion wine 
down anyone and my heels didn‘t get 
stuck in the grid I had to stand 
on………….it‘s funny the things you 
worry about. 
 
I was so proud of my boys who were 
looking at me whenever I glanced 
their way and having a chance to see 
friends and family during and after the 
service was lovely. 
 
By the time we got to Sara Dixon‘s, 
the heat had gone and we were left 
with a beautiful summers evening and 
a chance to chat and eat and drink 
together and share stories of the day. 
It was then that I realise how busy 
people had been, a cake appeared, 
cards and gifts, including a green 
stole and my teddy dressed in an alb 
and wearing a matching green stole. 
At this point I did cry, to be 
surrounded by people who had 
hugged me and prayed for me, 
supporting me all the way through my 
journey all became a little 
overwhelming and I did a poor job of 
expressing my thanks to them, so if 
you are reading this and you know 
who you are,  thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But this wasn‘t the end, although 
reading this you might wish it was! On 
Sunday I lead the 9 and 10.30 
services in my very new robes. It was 
a wonderful morning with so many 
people chatting and congratulating 
me, it was lovely, to have the 
opportunity to say look, I‘ve finally 
done it! 
 
I was overwhelmed by the generosity 
of the gifts I was given, the stoles are 
beautiful and will be a constant 
reminder of the love and support I 
have been given while at St Mary‘s. 
So on a final, and serious note, I want 
you to know that I feel very privileged 
to be a part of a family that has cared 
for me, encouraged me, listened to 
me while I have started to learn the 
art of preaching and prayed for me 
over such a long period. I have had 
wonderful support from Mark, Em 
(who came away from her holiday to 
come to the weekend) and the rest of 
the ministry team, and of course 
David, who seems much more 
relaxed now it‘s all over, and the boys 
who have taken so many things in 
their stride and have never let me 
down. 
 
So thank you and God bless you all. 
 
Rev‘d Carolyn Bailey 
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HARVEST LUNCH 
 

In order to celebrate harvest whilst we are scattered in different venues for 

our Sunday services, we would like everyone to come to a ôBring and Share 

Harvest Lunchõ on Sunday 26 th September at 12.30pm.   This will be held in 

the marquee in the grounds of St Maryõs.  This will be a great opportunity for 

us all to meet up again and compare notes about how things are in the 

different venues so please put this date in your diary now. 

St Mary’s@ Work 
 
The next series of St Mary‘s @ Work 
discussion groups will take place in 
September and will focus on the topic 
―Discipleship: 24/7‖. Topics are likely to 
include: 
 

¶ Christianity at Home 

¶ Maintaining a Work-Church-Home 
Balance 

¶ Managing Stress 

¶ Practical Discipleship 
 
The meetings will take place at the usual 
place (Matt‘s office – 32 High Street) at the 
usual time (7.30 for 8pm) on the following 
Wednesdays:  
 
September 8th 
September 15th 
September 22nd 
September 29th 
 
If you have specific ideas for topics that you 
would like us to cover, if you would like to 
lead a session or if you would simply like to 
know more, please drop one of us a line.  
  
Matt and Ian  
  
Matt      matt.ryan@numbers-ltd.co.uk  
07708 496827  
Ian          sansbury@hotmail.com 
07818 803556  

£3,200 FOR HOSPICE IN MEMORY 
OF JENNIFER  

 
As a family we were amazed to 
learn that the final total given in 
memory of Jennifer, who passed 
away earlier in the year, came to a 
remarkable £3,200! I was able to 
present this cheque a few days ago 
to Lindsey Fealey, head of 
fundraising (pictured left) and 
Margaret Tyrell, clinical nurse 
specialist and in-house manager 
(pictured right), at the Florence 
Nightingale Hospice. 
 
This exceptional amount was 
donated not only in appreciation of 
Jennifer‘s unselfish love and care for 
others but in recognition of the 
quality and professional nursing 
care she received at the Hospice. 
 
On behalf of my family and the 
Florence Nightingale Hospice, I 
want to say a huge ‗Thank you‘ to 
the many of you at St Mary‘s who 
contributed so generously. 
 
Martyn White 
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OBERAMMERGAU, THE 
PASSION PLAY 
 
All of our group of 31 (10 from St Mary‘s) 
who attended the Passion Play on 8th 
July felt that it was all that people had told 
us it would be. Accurately described as 
‗the most professional amateur 
performance in the world‘, the play, which 
lasts for almost 5½ hours, portrays the 
last week of Jesus‘ life, from His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem on a 
donkey, through to His crucifixion and 
resurrection. Deeply and powerfully 
moving, we were not only drawn into the 
events, but were amazed by the total 
commitment of the people of 
Oberammergau to this play. 
Approximately half of the people of the 
village of 5,000 are involved in it in some 
way and there will be 102 performances 
this year. We saw the 41st production. 
 
The play has been performed since 1634, 
the villagers having vowed in 1663 to 
perform a Passion Play every 10 years if 
God would save them from the plague. 
Anyone who was born in the village or 
has lived there for 20 years can take part. 
Our coach driver was the Father of the 
man who played Jesus and this year is 
his 5th time!! The theatre has 4,700 seats 

and it is expected that 50,000 people 
from all over the world will see it this year. 
It is the oldest Passion Play that has 
existed continuously until the present 
day. In every possible sense, this is a 
‗record breaker‘! 
 
It is only possible to stay in 
Oberammergau for 2 nights because one 
then has to leave for the next audience. 
We moved on to Switzerland where we 
had a wonderful week enjoying the glory 
of God‘s creation in that beautiful country. 
Led by Revd Nigel Stowe and his wife, 
Pauline, we were overawed during the 10 
days by God‘s salvation and by His 
creation.  
 
We hope to be able to share some of our 
experiences with you when the summer 
is over, so watch this space! 
 
Glenys Newman 

Amazing Donkey Youth Club  
 
éstarts again on Friday 3 September at 7pm at the Wendover Youth 
Centre.  Here are the activities  weôll be running in September.   
 
03 SeptðWelcome Party 
10 SeptðBBQ in Wendover Woodsðwalk back to youth centre 
17 SeptðSports Hall or outdoor volleyball (TBC) 
24 SeptðMobile climbing wall 
 

Please come and join us and if you have any questions, 
please call me on one of the numbers below or come 
and see me at church. 
Paul Hammett 
Home: 01296 621162 
Mob.: 07771 515838 

mailto:matt.ryan@numbers-ltd.co.uk
mailto:sansbury@hotmail.com
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 BRING AND BUY ðCAR WASH ðBRUNCH  
 

On Saturday  2 October we are going to have a  'bring and buy, cakes 

and teas, sausage sandwich and car washing  extravaganza' at The 

Christian Centre. It is a fundraising event for St Mary's refurbishment, 
and I'm sure it will be a lot of fun too!  

 

The bring and buy, cakes and teas will be held in The Christian Centre 

itself, and the car washing and sandwich feast will either be in the 
Christian Centre car park or the Health Centre car park. (Final details  

next month.)  

 

This is a date for your diary and request for help! If you have a few 

hours, or even half an hour to spare between 10am and 12.30pm on 
Saturday 2 October we would be SO grateful for people to join us in 

making it a success!  

 

Help could include:  
¶ Setting up first thing.  

¶ Pricing items.  

¶ Running a stall for a while.  

¶ Making a cake.  

¶ Serving tea and cake.  

¶ Making sausage sandwiches. ( Possibly on a barbeque. )  

¶ Expert car washers definitely required!  

¶ Helping to clear up at the end.  

 

So, please start putting aside any good quality 

children's  clothes, books, toys, blankets, 

buggies, prams. (That you no longer use/want 
of course!)  I will send out details of dropping 

off/collecting items for the sale later.  Please let 

me know if you can help.  

 

Julia Shyvers  

Deadline for next issue:  Wednesday 18 August for publication on 
Sunday 29 August.  Please email your contributions to Xenia at: 
Xenia.murray@btinternet.com  or drop them into @st marys.     

Large print versions available on request (01296 623 123) 
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Rivers run Deep 
Rupe reviews his time with 
the Rivers Group.  
 
When I first arrived in Wendover and was 
asked to lead the Junior Church group 
Rivers (ages 5-8) I had no idea what to 
expect. These guys were a lot younger 
than I‘d been used to working with and I 
assumed it would be a walk in the park.  So 
I was handed a bag full of materials and let 
loose planning my first session, when it 
dawned on me that this wasn‘t going to be 
a playing-with-playdough style session.  
We went on an adventure with Paul and 
Silas on one of their missionary journeys. 
We made passports and had stamps and 
talked about what we could do to tell other 
people about God. 
 
At the end of that session I was left slightly 
covered in paint and realising that I had 
come face to face with a group of children 
who were fun, friendly, questioning and a 
brilliant group of individuals.  And I tell you, 
they are very sharp and man can they 

question!  Over the year I have been asked 
a lot of questions that have tested my 
knowledge of the bible and who God is, 
and it has been an exciting experience to 
be part of the development of their 
understanding of God. There have been 
some incredible questions too such as, 
―how can God be everywhere at once?‖ 
and my personal favourite ―if God is there 
but we can‘t see him, is he like a ghost?‖. 
 
My experience with junior church has been 
fantastic.  I have been well supported by 
the Morleys and the wonderful job they do, 
but also given enough space to be able to 
develop my skills as both an organiser and 
a teacher.  Although I am glad to be 
focusing more on the older youth in 
Wendover, the valuable lessons that I have 
learned during my time in Rivers will serve 
me well in the coming years, and I will miss 
the searching questions of children who are 
a credit to their parents. 
 
Rupe Johnson  

Farewell Mary from all at Noahõs Ark 
 

After 12 years of being the face behind the counter at Noahõs Ark Toddlers 

group Mary Prendegast has decided to step down to fulfil other 

commitments. On behalf of all the mums, dads, grandparents, child 

minders, nannies and others carers who have been served a cup of tea or 

two over the years we would like to say a huge thank you and wish Mary all 

the best in the future. 

 

Mary had a smile for everyone at the end of a busy week (and turned a 

blind eye as little hands reached up towards the biscuit plate). We will miss 

you! 

 

If there is anyone out there who could spare a couple of hours on a Friday 

morning during school term time (it would not have to be every week) to 

serve teas and coffees and prepare squash and snacks for the children it 

would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Carolyn Beale (621048), Julia 

Shyvers (622582) or Kyla Sansbury (620023) for further details. 
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 August Prayer Calendar 

This month we pray around weekly themes mainly of thanksgiving with prayer 
requests we have received listed below each week. 
 

As for me, I will call upon God and the Lord will deliver me.  In the evening and 
morning and at noonday I will pray and make my supplication, and He shall hear my 
voice. (Psalm 55)  

Please pray for…… 

August 1 – 7: Thanksgiving for Mothers & Women of Faith:  ‘The power behind the 
throne’ 
The Virgin Mary (15), Monica (27), mother of St Augustine, Mary Sumner (9), founder of 
the Mothers‘ Union and Florence Nightingale (13), founder of modern nursing . We pray 
that we will share their passion to work for our Lord in the here and now situations of our own 
lives.  
 
Sunday 1 August:   
The beginning of the young people‘s MAZE holiday:  for safety in travel and a good 
beginning for leaders and young people. 
 
Tuesday 3 August:   
The MAZE walk from 8 locations to Coombe Hill, followed by shopping in Aylesbury;  for the 
logistics of all of this and for developing friendships in Christ for everyone. 
 
August 8 – 14:  Thanksgiving for Teachers of the Faith 
Augustine of Hippo, Bishop and Theologian (430). His prayer:  Lord God, the light of the 
minds that know you, the life of the souls that love you, and the strength of the hearts that 
serve you: Help us so to know you that we may truly love you, and so to love you that we 
may fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect freedom.   John Bunyan (1688), Writer of ‗The 
Pilgrim's Progress‘ and the hymn, ―He who would valiant be‖(..'Gainst all disaster, Let him in 
constancy Follow the Master, There's no discouragement Shall make him once relent, His 
first avowed intent To be a pilgrim.ô )   Aidan of Lindisfarne, (651) left Iona to set up a 
monastery on Lindisfarne;  the monastery grew and founded churches and monasteries 
throughout the area and continues to inspire today‘s pilgrims. 

 
Sunday 8 August:   
St Mary’s services: continuing settling down into new surroundings;  for all leading in 
worship, preaching and music, particularly in this holiday period;  for Sian coping with the 
responsibility of our use of the Junior School;  for Carolyn, involved today in the 10.30 
service. 
 
Monday 9 August:   
A Level results;  for those hoping for the best outcome and the first choice of university;  for 
comfort and resolution for those who have to review their plans;  for all to feel God‘s hand on 
their lives. 
 
Tuesday 10 August 
Our church’s refurbishment:  for all those working inside St Mary‘s at this time and in this 
holiday period;  for good working relationships between them and our Building Committee;  
for positive progress in the various tasks. 
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August 15 – 22:  Thanksgiving for Visionaries and Pioneers 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord (6):  the disciples given a glimpse of Jesus‘s Glory, 
thanking God for all those inspired by vision to step out in faith in His Name.  William and 
Catherine Booth, founders of the Salvation Army and Clare of Assisi, founder of a 
monastic order for women, based on poverty.  We thank God for the many pioneers 
involved in making life better for those in need;  we pray for vocations of all kinds and for 
our own hearts to respond with generosity as God prompts us. 
 
Monday 16 August 
Development of a new Business Plan for @st marys;  for all involved in ensuring and 
developing our vision of a St Mary‘s presence on the High Street ;  playing our part in the 
Parish Council‘s plans for Wendover to continue to be a lively location for visitors and 
shoppers alike. 
 
Tuesday 17 August 
Wendover Parish Council:  Action Plan for the next 10 years.  We pray that our churches 
will contribute to community activities and the various enterprises envisaged in the Plan. 
 
August 22 – 31:  Holiday Thoughts 
We remember our brothers and sisters of the Muslim faith and the beginning of Ramadan, 
their month of fasting, ending with  Eid-Ul-Fitr (30) when thanks are given that their faith 
has supported them in this month-long act of self control.  We pray that our own Christian 
faith will be pursued with loving discipline and commitment.   
 
Sunday 22 and Monday 23 August 
Anniversaries of the Thanksgiving Services for Oscar Moore and George Greer, 
asking for God‘s continuing blessing on these children and their families.  
 
Thursday 26 August 
GCSE Results:  for those in our community receiving their results today; for encouraging 
outcomes and for a looking forward to a new chapter in education for all. 
 
Friday 27 August 
Parish Weekend organizers and leaders and all preparing for the October weekend;  for 
participants making decisions to volunteer for different aspects of the weekend‘s activities;  
for real collaboration in making this weekend a success. 
 
Sunday 29 August 
We continue to pray that the refurbishment of St Mary's is moving along well and pray for 
our services today at St Anne‘s, St Michael's and Wendover Junior School: we remember 
that we are the Church: we are God's family as we enjoy these new opportunities for 
worship.  Families returning home:  for all who are travelling, especially the de Borde 
family returning from Africa.  We pray for God‘s protective hand on all on the move and 
give thanks for the pleasure of seeing new lands, revisiting old holiday haunts and seeing 
friends and family.  

August Prayer Calendar  


