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Opening hours @st marys, 11 High Street, Wendover 

 

Shop: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

  

     Office: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm 

Telephone: 01296 623123 
 

Email: info@stmaryswendover.org.uk 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ST MARY’S WEEKEND AWAY 2010 

 The date:  22-24 October 2010 

 The place: The Frontier Centre, Northants. 

 The speaker: The Ven. Karen Gorham 

More details to follow soon.  

For more information in the meantime contact:  

Michael or Margaret: Tel. 01844 344150    

Email: margisje@yahoo.co.uk 

On the 6th September Em preached 
her last sermon at St Mary‟s.  Based 
on the Beatitudes her helpful and 
inspired talk picked up some 
important and challenging themes 
for our church today.  This included 
the central notion that as God says 
„yes‟ to us, and welcomes us, we too 
should aim to be a church that says 

„yes‟ to all comers. 

Copies of Em‟s talk are available 
from the parish office, either 
electronically or as a hard copy.  
Please let Debbie or Veronica know 
if you would like a 
copy – 01296 

623123. 

Thank you. 

Mark. 

Emõs Last Sermon at St Maryõs 

  

 

October 09 

St Maryõs Wendover 

Issue 60 

Living Faith for the Future 

Newsletter 

What makes the church tick?  

How can the diocese of Oxford 

help resource and encourage 

the work and ministry that goes 

on in parishes?  What tools are 

available so we can all play our 

part? 

 

Bishop John has put together a 

vision for Oxford Diocese which 

aims to stimulate prayer and 

action across the diocese, and 

be a means by which churches 

and individuals are inspired to be 

part of a bigger picture. 

 

Living Faith for the Future is a set 

of ideas and values that help us 

engage with core features of our 

Christian faith as we seek to live 

for God in this day. 

Rather than expecting each 

church to start from scratch and 

work on (another) new initiative, 

this strategy invites us to draw 

from a palette of colours that 

already exist within church life, 

and create that work of 

distinctive beauty unique and 

relevant to our own settings. 

 

The framework provided in this 

vision helps us to attend to each 

important area of ministry and 

mission.  And it is set out with 

these explanations: 

 

1  Sustaining the Sacred Centre. 

This is about encouraging and 

enabling clergy and lay people 

to deepen their enjoyment of 

God, and to recognise Godõs 

presence in everyday life. 

 

2   Making Disciples. 

This is about the core task left to 

us by Jesus.  It usually takes the 

form of accompanying people 

on a journey to faith by the 

intentional use of nurture courses, 

Continued overleaf...  
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mentoring, or simple friendship, and 

then encouraging them to follow 

Christ in everyday life. 

 

3   Making a Difference in the World. 

This is about recognising that in a 

holistic understanding of Godõs 

action in the world, social justice 

and prophetic witness cannot be 

put in a box as a specialism or an 

extra, but is a the heart of the 

calling of every Christian community 

in its own context. 

 

4   Creating Vibrant Christian 

Communities 

This is about shaping ôcommunities 

of graceõ which exhibit the 

character of Jesus.  Such attractive  

communities are genuinely 

hospitable, deeply engaged with 

their communities, and passionate 

about God. 

 

5   Shaping Confident, Collaborative 

Leadership. 

This is about developing leadership 

using all the resources available to 

the local church. 

 

This exciting and practical vision has 

much to say to us in Wendover, and 

I encourage you to collect a leaflet 

and card from the back of church, 

to use them to find out more, and to 

share with others, as we work out 

our colourful part in this big picture 

of Godõs work. 

 

Thank you. 

Mark. 

A Guide to 

Wendover Deanery 

How the deanery works and 

how parishes and PCCs relate 

to deanery and diocese is 

often a bit of a mystery to 

people.  So I was very grateful 

to Vic Fletcher when he told 

me about a project he was 

working on to produce a 

leaflet that explains all this.  

The result is superb!  A clear, 

easy to read and understand 

guide based on Wendover 

Deanery which shows all the 

parishes and explains how 

our deanery and PCCs relate.   

Iõm very grateful, too, that Vic 

has produced and supplied 

enough copies to be 

distributed to all the parishes 

in the deanery.  Bishop John 

wrote in a letter about this:  

òVic has done everyone a 

tremendous service (with 

his ôDeanery Know Allõ 

document).  Many thanks to 

Vic for this initiative and 

for letting me know of it.ó 

So, a big thank you to Vic, 

and a reminder to pick up 

your copy from the back of 

church. 

   Mark. 
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1st Monday 

of each month (11am-12.15pm) 

óCoffee, Chat and Prayerô – at St Mary‟s. 

Come and go as you please. 

Mon & Tues (pm) 

Wednesday (am) 

Friday (am) 

Home groups : contact Joe Groat (624925) 

Home groups : contact Martyn White (415631) 

Home group : contact Anna Fryer (632369) 

Tuesday (7.30 pm) Bell ringing practice . Newcomers welcome. 

Contact: Elizabeth Sorrell (622334) 

Thursday (9.30 am) Communion at St. Anne‟s 

3rd Thursday 

of each month 

(10.15am-11.45am) 

óSagesô – a fellowship for the „Senior Ages‟, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Martyn and Jennifer White (415631) 

Friday 

(10am-12 noon)  

óNoahôs Arkô – an ecumenical playgroup, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Kyla Sansbury (620023) 

Friday 

(7.15pm-9pm) 

óFriday night is music nightô, at St Mary‟s. 

 Contact: @stmarys (623123) 

3rd Saturday 

of each month (5pm-7pm) 

óSacred Danceô - at Wendover Community Centre 

Contact: Margaret Heald (622707) 

Sunday 

(10.15am-11.30am)  

Junior Church  for all ages at St Mary‟s 

(during 10.30am service) 

Contact: Nick and Jo Morley (623289) 

Sunday  (10.15am) 

First & third of month 

Surge  - A group for 14 –18 year olds meeting at the 

Vicarage. Contact: Debbie Hekkink (621033) 

Sunday 

(7.00pm-8.30pm)  

Youth @st marys  for ages 14-18 

Contact: Alex Noall (696954) 

Unable to get to church? Contact Mark Thomas for transport (622512)  

Regular Activities 

òWe must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He 

who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power 

to love. There is some good in the worst of us and some evil 

in the best of us. When we discover this, we are less prone 

to hate our enemies.ó   -- Martin Luther King, Jr 
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October Sunday Services 

Large print versions available on request (623123) 

Deadline for next issue: 

Wednesday 14th October 

 

 

 

Next newsletter out on: 

Sunday 25th October 

Please email your contributions 

to Debbie at:  

 

debbiehekkink@hotmail.com  

 

or drop them into @st marys.   

4 October 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

(Junior Church in at beginning) 

 5.00 pm Refresh, Trinity Centre, Halton 

 6.00 pm Holy Communion, Halton 

11 October 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 

18 October 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Morning Service and Baptism, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm Youth Worship, at St Maryõs 

  6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 

25 October 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am All Age Communion, St Maryõs 

  6.00 pm Evensong, Halton 
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 Youth Band é. 

   Whatõs the buzz é. 
 

 

 

Please come along to our 

Youth Worship event at  

St Maryõs on  

starting at 6pm with a ôlite biteõ 

and finishing around 8pm. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

U R Invited é. 

18th October,  



4 

 

In August, we spent seven days of 
camping on a steep, sloping cliff in 
the middle of nowhere, where you 
had to walk to the very top of the hill 
to find any phone reception. This 
was Lee Abbey Camp! 
 
When we first arrived we met our 
camp leaders and were shown 
where we would be staying – a small 
green army tent. We met some of 
our fellow campers before going in 
for dinner and our first evening 
session. This included some games, 
rules and cocoa. We then had our 
first experience of falling asleep in 
the tent and waking up in a pile at 
the bottom. 
 
The next day after being awoken by 
a spoon and saucepan at 8am, we 
had our first real day. We had 
seminars about Jesus‟ parables‟, 

played dodge ball, 
arts and craft, 
worship and other 
games, some 
messier than others.  
 
On Thursday, we all dressed up as 
farmers and went up to the house for 
a game of Pudox. Think rounders, 
cricket and a high competitive 
streak. Although, after being told to 
lose we dutifully did so! 
 
Throughout the week we really got to 
know God through the worship and 
talks. We were reminded of why we 
needed our faith and what God could 
do. We made some great friends 
who were there to help us and had a 
really good time! 
 
 

Eleanor and Mary Hunt 

òHoh hoh hoh what iz siz?ó 

  Surge at the Vicarage Youth group at WCC 

  10.15am -11.30am 7.00pm - 8.30pm 

      

04 October Youth Alpha Impact 

11 October No meeting  Youth Alpha Follow-up 

18 October Youth Alpha Youth Worship at St Maryõs 

25 October No meeting  No meeting  

St Maryõs Youth Programme for October 
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Junior Church is now well into the swing of the new term and all 
the groups are settling in smoothly.   As you know, last term some 
of the children got to move into a new group;  now it is the turn for 
some of the leaders to try something new. 
 
Niki Dixon has had the biggest move of all, going straight from 
leading Springs to joining the teenagers in the Deep.  We are really 
grateful to Niki for everything she has done to establish Springs 
and we notice that she has moved directly from one of the two tea 
drinking groups to the other!  Julia Shyvers is now taking over the 
leadership of Springs, assisted by Gail Frazer, so fun will continue 
to happen downstairs in the Church Centre. 
 
Cath Pilkington is also moving on from leading Brooks after a 
number of years, and we are deeply grateful for everything that she 
has done with the children in that group.  Sally O‟Halloran, who has 
worked with Brooks for a while, is now taking on the leadership 
there. 
 
Another person who is keen to rejoin the tea drinkers in the Deep 
is Carolyn Bailey, who is handing the leadership of Rivers on to 
Jurgen Hekkink and Carolyn Beale.  A list of the main leaders of 
each of the Junior Church groups is shown below – do get in touch 
with them if you would like to visit or just find out more about what 
they are doing. 
 
And finally…we would just like to say how much we value the work 
that everyone does in Junior Church week by week.  We want to 
say a really big „Thank You‟ to everyone involved – perhaps if you 
spot a Junior Church leader you could encourage them in this way 
as well. 
 
Group  Age      School  Overall leader  
          Year 

Springs 0-3   Julia Shyvers and Gail Frazer 
Brooks 3-5   Sally O‟Halloran 
Rivers 5-8  1-3 Jurgen Hekkink & Carolyn Beale 
The Lagoon 8-11   4-6 Matthew Routledge 
The Deep   11-14  7-9 Tony Playle 

 
Jo & Nick Morley 

New term, new faces J  

C 

 

M 

A  

T 
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Luke visits the Lagoon  

When Lagoon was set up some years ago (it was known as Lightning at 

the time) we wanted to encourage our young people to be comfortable 

finding their way around the bible by using it each week when we meet.   

This September we have been spending time in Lukeõs Gospel, not only 

finding what he wrote about Jesus, but also learning about Luke.  For 

example we have found out: 

 What Lukeõs job was before he became a Gospel writer; 

 Which other book of the bible he wrote; 

 Who Theophilus might be; 

 Why Luke might be the easiest  of the four Gospel for people 

without a Jewish upbringing to understand; 

 Why Luke might be of particular interest to women; 

 Why chapter 3 verses 23 to 38 is not one of the easiest 

passages to read out loud!! 

If you donõt know the answers to these, maybe you would like to ask a 

member of the Lagoon. 

Matthew Routledge 

THANK YOU! 

The Churchyard care team 

want to thank Stephen Farr 

for all his hardwork for us 

during the  last ten years. 

We will miss him. 

 

He and Barbara leave 

Wendover this month to be 

near family. 

 

Bryan Reading 

Did you know there is a …. 

Mensô Ministry Group 

meeting every second Sunday of 

the month in the „Shoulder of 

Mutton‟ from 8.00pm onwards? 

Please do join us for some 

fellowship, deep and  

meaningful discussions 

and maybe a pint or two … 
 

Jurgen Hekkink 
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On 10th September 14 members of the 
PCC met in the St Maryôs Centre.  The 
business of the meeting covered the 
following:   
 
Junior Church Report ï Nick and Jo 
Morley presented to the PCC on the 
overall vision for the Junior Church, the 
current situation, general issues, plans 
for the future and their longer term 
hopes and dreams for our young 
people.   
 
Diocese Strategy ï Living Faith for the 
Future is a vision for the Oxford Diocese 
2009 ï 2014.  The PCC watched a DVD  
which presents the strategy and shows 
examples of how it is being realised in 
local parishes.  It was suggested that 
Home Groups could be asked to 
consider where we might do more to 
support the five main themes within the 
strategy and where we are already 
working well.  Please ask any of the 
Ministry team if you would like more 
information on the strategy or you can 
find more information at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/living-faith-for-
the-future/ 
 
Vicarõs Remarks ï Mark reminded 
everyone that 13th September would be 
Emôs last Sunday with us and Jackôs 

baptism.  A coach has been organised 
for those requiring transport to Emôs 
licensing at Kennington Oxford on 29th 
September. The Harvest Festival is on 
the 27th September.  The bring and 
share lunch will be at the Wendover 
Christian Centre at 1230hrs. 
 
Associate Ministerõs Remarks ï Em 
spoke to the PCC about how much 
sheôll miss it here and how sheôll miss 
Mark.  She thanked the PCC for the 
work, time, and energy put into the 
discussions about developing Ministry at 
St Maryôs and the Associate Minister 
post.   
 
Previous PCC Meeting  - The minutes 
of the 9th July were approved and 
signed. 
 
Matters Arising - We havenôt yet heard 
back from OASIS on the possibility of a 
trainee Youth Worker joining St Maryôs 
this year.  Given the timescales in 
receiving a response it now seems 
unlikely that this will happen this year.  
 
The full minutes of this meeting will be 
available once approved by the PCC at 
the November meeting.  If you have any 
questions please contact Julia Fish, 
01296 620613 / juliafish@hotmail.co.uk  

Summary of PCC Meeting  

10th September 2009 
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From the Coleys 

  

Thank you so much for the super 

farewell do on Sunday 13th. I had 

a brilliant time, and felt 

thoroughly spoilt! As I described 

it to someone afterwards, there 

was a good amount of tears and 

laughter but the balance between 

the two seemed right. 

  

Thank you especially to Bridget 

and Peter for helping to organize 

the event, to Matt, Avril and Peter 

for their speeches (although I'm 

not sure I should be thanking 

Matt!), to Mark for the words of 

wisdom and especially the action 

man (!) and to you all for the 

cards and gifts. 

  

Thank you for making our family 

feel so special, we will miss you, 

but leave you with our love and 

prayers. 

 

Em 

UGANDA ORPHANS  

BEGA KWA BEGA 

I would like to say a big òThank 

youó to everyone who sponsored 

me for my swim.  

I managed the 64 lengths (1 

mile) on Friday 4th in just under 

an hour and a half. With the 

generosity of so many I have 

raised over £1000!!!  

 

I would like to sponsor a 

Protected Spring and give help 

towards the running of the 

Mobile Clinic, giving clean water 

and free health care to many, 

two things we take for granted.  

 

Thank you again,  

Doreen Smith  

AN ENCOURAGING STATISTIC? 

Is the following note from CMS an outcome of a current lack of jobs - or 

responses to God's call to mission? 

"In the first quarter of 2009 there were 102 enquiries about openings for 
mission service with CMS.  This compares to just 24 in the same period last 
year.  Praise God and pray this will be reflected in many more people finding 
their niche in God's mission.  Do you know someone who God may be 
calling to cross-cultural mission? Don't forget to tell them about CMS. (email: 
rebecca.thomlinson@cms-uk.org) “ 
            

         Patricia Thomas 
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Meal at The Raj for Bangladesh charity. 

  

On October 19th Ricki, from the Raj restaurant has kindly 

offered to host a tasty meal with a wide selection of dishes. 

 

This is to raise funds for The Friends of Khasdobir, a small 

charity run by local people, mainly focusing on education and 

training. 

 

Without "Schools under the sky", 14 open air schools, where 

children are prepared for entry into primary schools, many 

poor children from illiterate families would have no chance of 

any schooling. 

 

Do come and enjoy delicious food, good company and know 

that half the cost of your ticket goes direct to the charity. 

 

This is one of the charities supported by St. Mary's through the 

Mission Committee. Some of you may remember Peter East 

who was a founder member of the charity.  

 

 Time: 7.00pm for 7.30pm  

Date: 19th October 2009 

Place: The Raj, Wendover 

 

 

Cost £18 per ticket available from: 

 The Clock Tower 

 @st marys shop  

 Judy Lewis 622845 

òI choose goodness... I will go 

without a dollar before I take 

a dishonest one. I will be 

overlooked before I will boast. 

I will confess before I will 

accuse.  I choose goodness.ó 

 

-- Max Lucado 

òHonesty is the first chapter 

of the book of wisdom.ó  
 

-- Thomas Jefferson 

òTruth fears no questions.ó 

 

-- Author unknown 

mailto:rebecca.thomlinson@cms-uk.org
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Please pray for . . .  

 TUESDAY  

27TH
 

Churches Together: For our friends at the Free Church 
and Catholic Church that we may continue to work and 

pray together as we have for a good number of years.   

WEDNESDAY 

28TH
 

Hidden Gems: For those (like Wilfred Newman, Carol 
Crockett, Rosemary Moreton, Candy Lamond, Veronica 
Lockett , Bridget Avery, Patricia Thomas, and others) who 
faithfully plan all the rotas. Our church activities run 

smoothly thanks to their behind-the-scenes work. 

THURSDAY  

29TH
 

 

Senior Members: Thank the Lord for their faithfulness, 
experience, prayerfulness and wisdom gained over many 
years of following Christ. Pray for those who are prevented 

from being as active as they once were. 

 FRIDAY  

30TH
 

Refurbishment: Continue to pray for the Building 
Committee as they work  through and make important 
decisions on all the countless details of our refurbishing 

and building. 

SATURDAY 

31
ST

 

Surge: For the meeting tomorrow of the 14-18 year olds as 
they work  through the Youth Alpha Course in the morning 

and for their get-together in the evening. 

In the homegroups many of us are 

learning about Nehemiah. One of 

the first things we have discovered 

is that he cared enough to pray 

about a situation that was very far 

removed from his own. 

 

There are a group or us who are 

willing to pray for needs of others 

as they arise, particularly specific 

and often urgent requests. We 

know we can trust God to help us 

in these often difficult times to 

assure us of His care. The requests 

will be treated with sensitivity and 

in complete confidence. 

 

If you would like to request prayer 

please contact - 

 

Hilary Gilby   

Debbie Hekkink 01296 621033 

debbiehekkink@hotmail.com  

Pat Taylor 01296 624957 

Prayer Chain - Caring enough to pray 
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Please pray for . . .  

October Prayer Calendar 
 

òWhat a friend we have in Jesusé..what a privilege to carry 

everything  to God in prayer.ó Joseph Scrivens 1819-1886 

PRAYER @st maryõs 

SUNDAY  

4TH 

“Refresh”: For the informal service in Halton this evening.  
For the Coffee, Chat & Prayer tomorrow at 11am at the 
church (prayer requests can be handed into the High 
Street Shop or to a Steward today).   

 MONDAY  

5TH 

For Bishop John sharing with the Bucks Ministers today 
his Diocesan strategy – Living Faith. 

 TUESDAY  

6TH 

Holiday: For Wilfred and Glenys Newman as they set out 
on their epic tour of Australia; for a safe journey and 

refreshment for them both. 

 WEDNESDAY 

7TH 

WAIT: For the Welcome And Integration Team as they 
discuss ways in which those new to St Mary‟s can be 

made to feel „at home‟ in our fellowship     

 THURSDAY  

8TH 

For Mark, the Churchwardens, PCC secretary and      
Church treasurer as they meet today. Pray for God‟s 
blessing as they plan and pray together. 

FRIDAY 

9TH 

Harvest: For the Harvest service at the Leonard Pulham 
Nursing Home this afternoon led by St Mary‟s. For the 
children from Halton School who will be taking part. 
 

Music: Give thanks for all our musicians and singers who 
lead our Sunday worship; pray for Edward Blakeman as 
he manages the team while we seek a new Director of 

Music. 

 SATURDAY  

10TH 

Halton: For the Harvest service and supper being held 
there tomorrow; pray for all our friends at St Michael‟s that 

they will enjoy this special time of thanksgiving. 
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Please pray for . . .  

SUNDAY 

11
TH

 

Baptisms: For the event this afternoon when Mark and 
team will meet the parents who will be bringing their 
children for baptism over the coming weeks. 

 MONDAY  
12TH

 

Churchyard: For the Churchyard Care  
Committee meeting today; give thanks  
for the beautiful setting of St Mary‟s and  
for those who maintain the grounds. 

 TUESDAY  
13TH

 

Confirmation: For the Confirmation Service this evening, 
giving thanks and praying for all the candidates. 

 WEDNESDAY 
14TH

 

Home Groups: For the 4 morning Home Groups as they 
meet this morning to continue their studies in the book of 
Nehemiah; pray for those leading these sessions. 

 THURSDAY 
15TH

 

Sages: For this regular meeting of the over 55s at 
10.15 this morning,  for the speaker and all who 
attend. 

 FRIDAY 
16TH:

 

Youth Band: For our young musicians and singers as they 
make final preparations for leading the 6pm worship at St 
Mary‟s on Sunday evening, and also for Lesley and Nick, 
giving thanks for their leadership of this group of young 
people. 

SATURDAY  
17TH

 

Bucks Churches: For the Vision Day at the Wendover 
Christian Centre today. Pray, too, for the Vocation Day 
hosted by St Mary‟s, Aylesbury, also being held today.     

SUNDAY 

18
TH

 

Newcomers Tea: For those attending who are new to St 
Mary‟s; give thanks for all who are beginning to worship 
with us.  
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MONDAY  
19TH

 

Government: For our own government and for leaders of 
countries throughout the world (a big ask I know, but 
don‟t we have a big God?)  

 TUESDAY  
20th

 

Bell Ringers: Tuesday night is practice 
night for our great team of bell ringers. 
Give thanks for their dedication and 
faithfulness in welcoming us to worship 
and ringing at weddings and other 
special occasions. 

 WEDNESDAY 
21st

 

Halton: For the St Michaels‟ PCC meeting today that 
God will give guidance and wisdom to Mark and the 
PCC members. 

 THURSDAY  
22nd

 

Communion: For John Hull, who has led this weekly 
9.30am service of communion for many years, and for 
all who attend. 

 FRIDAY  
23RD

 

Noah‟s Ark: For this ecumenical Playgroup, meeting at 
the Christian Centre today from 10am-12noon, and for 
Kyla, Carolyn and Wendy who lead it. 

SATURDAY 

24
TH

 

Open Church: For the members of our  
Prayer Ministry Team who are at the  
church every Saturday from 9-10am  
ready to share with any who would like  
someone to pray with. 

SUNDAY 

25
TH

 

Bible Sunday: For this very special Sunday set aside to 
focus on the Bible and to thank God for the gift of His 
Word. 

MONDAY  
26TH

 

Half Term: For teachers, parents and children during 
this week‟s holiday.  
 
For Junior church: Giving thanks for all those who lead 
and help; and for the children, that they may be given a 
deeper awareness of God‟s love for them, through the 
teaching and witnessing of their leaders and helpers. 


